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On the Cover: You don’t have to resort to a “wanted 
poster” to find your female ancestors – try checking 
records such as voter lists, brands and marks, and 
homestead records plus many more described inside.

Why Name our Journal 
Stirpes?  Pronounced 
“STÛR’PEZ,” it perfectly 
describes the core understanding 
of our passion in researching 
ancestry and family history: The 
phrase “. . . to my heirs, per 
stirpes” means that the legal 
heirs share their inheritance 
based on their relationship to 
the deceased.” (See full story 
in Stirpes, 2016, Volume 55, 
Number 3-4)
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From the Editors’ Pen
S tirpes is celebrating Women’s His tory 

Month! Designated March 1-31 each 
year, this month-long emphasis highlights 
the contributions of women to events in 
history and contemporary society. 
Corresponding with Internation al 
Women’s Day on March 8, Women’s 
History Month is celebrated during 
March in the United States, the United 
Kingdom, and Australia; in Canada, 
Women’s History Month occurs in 
October along with the celebra tion of 
Person’s Day on 
October 18. 

Women’s 
His tory month 
began as a week in 
1980 with a presi-
dential proclama-
tion issued by 
President Jimmy 
Carter. Throughout 
the next several 
years, Congress 
passed joint resolu-
tions designating a 
week in March as 
Women’s History 
Week. Schools across the country began 
to have their own local celebrations of 
Women’s History Week and even 
Women’s History Month. By 1986, 
fourteen states had declared March as 
Women’s History Month.

Ancestors: ‘Maiden Name Unknown’” 
provides a dozen ideas for filling in 
the women in our family trees. Debbie 
Parker Wayne examines mtDNA and 
how it can be used in researching our 
matrilineal lines in “Matrilineal Lines: 
Mitochondrial DNA Tests.” 
“Searching Courthouse Corners Yields 
Unexpected Gems” identifies often-
overlooked records that should be 
considered when searching for elusive 
female ancestors. In “A Tribute to 
Rebeckah Mitchell Smith, Austin’s 
First Teacher” author David Bowles 
shares the challenges faced by his 
ancestress, an early Texas pioneer. 
Even Scott Fitzgerald’s regular feature 
“Behind the Camera” addresses a 
woman photographer in turn-of-the-
century Jacksonville, Texas.

It’s tempting to ignore those 
branches of our family tree that end 
with a woman with no known maiden 
name. Women’s History Month and the 
articles in this issue of Stirpes challenge 
you to renew the search for these 
important contributors to our heritage 
and our DNA. The editors of Stirpes 
wish you good luck in your hunt! O

In response to petitions by the 
National Women’s History Project in 
1987, Congress extended the designation 
to include the month of March as 
Women’s History Month. Within a few 
years, thousands of schools and commu-
nities began to celebrate Women’s 
History Month with engaging and 
stimulating programs about women’s roles 
in history and society.

Take advantage of this focus on 
women during March to learn more 

about the women 
in your family. To 
assist you in your 
search, this issue 
of Stirpes includes 
over a handful of 
articles focused 
on researching 
the right-hand 
side of our 
pedigree charts. 
“A League of her 
Own: Women 
Land Owners in 
Early Texas” 
shows that even 

women benefited from early Texas land 
grants. Identifying potential parents by 
examining likely candidates based on 
social status is explained in “Finding 
Ancestral Southern Belles Through 
Social Structure.” “Finding Female 

Learn more at TxSGS.org

Connect with TxSGS

http://TxSGS.org
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A League of Her Own: 
Women Land Owners in Early Texas 
by Pat Gordon

In the case of Stephen F. Austin’s 
land grants, married men with families 
received more than unmarried 
men. But an interesting point often 
overlooked by researchers is that 
single women could also receive land 
grants. Of Austin’s original 300 grants, 
nine widows received land. Some 
were originally designated for their 
husbands, but not all were. This would 
likely not have happened in common 
law states, where women had few 
claims to property rights.

Per Austin’s Old Three Hundred 
list, these widows were:1

• Rebecca Cummings 
• Sarah Gilbert
• Jane Long
• Elizabeth McNutt
• Pamelia Picket
• Nancy Spencer
• Elizabeth Tumlinson
• Jane Wilkins
• Amy White (widow)
Of the above group of women, 

Jane Long is by far the best known. 
After giving birth to a daughter on 
23 December 1821 under extremely 
adverse conditions on Galveston Island, 
she became known as the Mother of 
Texas. When her husband James was 
killed in Mexico in 1822, she sought 
a pension from the Mexican governor 
of Texas. When it was denied, she 
moved to Alexandria, Louisiana. She 

returned to Texas in June 1824 and a 
few months later Stephen F. Austin 
gave her a league of land, located in 
Fort Bend County, and a labor of land 
in Waller County. Like many women 
who lived on the Texas frontier, 
Jane never remarried but supported 
herself and her children by operating 
boarding houses and eventually a 
plantation on her league of land in 
Fort Bend County.2

When James S. Harris died from 
a bear attack in Red River County 
in 1842, he left a widow and young 
son.3 His widow, Martha, inherited 
his 640-acre land grant, which 
he received in 1839 in Red River 
County (now Cass County).4 She 
remarried in 1846 and moved to 
Washington County but was forced 
to gradually sell some of the land 
to pay taxes and other property 
expenses. Her two sons, one by James 
S. Harris and the other by John Swor, 
inherited what was left of the land grant 
after her death in 1869.5

In Stephen F. Austin’s later land 
grants, even more women received 
property as heads of households. One 
example is widow Amy Boatright (also 
spelled Boatwright), who came to Texas 
from Arkansas with three adult sons in 
1833. Two years later at the age of 72 
she received a league of land in Madison 
County as part of Austin’s fifth colony.6 

The resilience of women in frontier 

Texas was noted by Mary Austin 
Holley in her book, Texas. “Many a wife 
in Texas has proved herself the better 
half, and many a widow’s heart has 
prompted her to noble daring,” Mary 
wrote in 1836.7

Mary Austin Holley fit right in 
with the frontier women she came to 
admire in Texas. Widowed in 1827, 
she supported herself by being a 
governess. When her brother Henry 
Austin settled on a land grant in Texas 
provided by cousin Stephen F. Austin, 
she also became interested in the 

Men weren’t the only ones to benefit from free 
land in Texas. Because Spanish laws recognized 

women’s property rights, they were entitled to land 
grants and other free land, just like the men were. 
Early on, the Mexican government knew the value of 
attracting women to Texas. This is one reason that 
married men were entitled to more land than bachelors.

Figure 1: File jacket front for homestead 
application by Rebecca Reed in Red 
River County, Texas. Texas General

 Land Office digital file.
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Who’s Behind the Camera?
by Scott Fitzgerald

Editor’s Note: Photographs often languish in a 
family photo collection because there are no names 
associated with the subjects. Careful research of the 
photograph and photographer may yield clues that     
lead to avenues for future research. A good example 
of research into the person “behind the camera” 
and documentation follows in this analysis by Scott 
Fitzgerald.

Size of Photo: 4-1/4 inches by 6-3/8 inches.

Source of Photo: EBay purchase

Information from Photo: Miss Puntch, 
Jacksonville, Texas.

Description of Photo: Young child wearing a 
white lace dress sitting on a wicker chair.

Date of Photo: Date range is from 1897 to 1902.

Research on Subject: None.

Research on Photographer: Using my usual 
sources, Catching Shadows: A Directory of Nineteenth-
Century Texas Photographers by David Haynes and 
Lens on the Texas Frontier by Lawrence T. Jones, I 
did not find a Miss Puntch listed. Catching Shadows 
does have a section that catalogs photographers 
by place and another section that lists female 
photographers.

Under Jacksonville, Texas, there are entries for 
Adelia Ponch and an M. G. Ponch. Since I believe 
that Ponch and Puntch are similar enough to be 
the same name, I went back and reviewed the 
information on Adelia Ponch and M. G. Ponch. 
Both are found in the 1900 census of Jacksonville, 
Texas, which is the source for their inclusion 
in Catching Shadows. According to Catching Shadows, 
Adelia Ponch was born in 1875 in North Carolina and 
M. G. Ponch was born in 1833, also in North Carolina. 
Catching Shadows gives an alternate spelling of the last 
name as Ronch.1 Adelia Ponch is also listed in the female 
photographers section.2

Using Ancestry.com to view the 1900 census taken 
in Jacksonville, Texas, the head of household was 
enumerated as M. G. Ponch, a widow born November 1833 
in North Carolina whose occupation was photographer. 
Her daughter, Adelia Ponch, born in October 1875 in 

North Carolina, was a photographer as well. Included 
in the household were Mary Jowell, a daughter; Hague, 
Harry, and Robert Jowell, grandsons; and Charles Jowell, 
her son-in-law, working as a lumberman.3 Most likely, 
the ‘G’ in M. G. Ponch was listed incorrectly in Chasing 
Shadows; upon close examination of the 1900 census, 
her name is clearly M. E. Ponch. Since she was a widow 
and would be addressed as Mrs. Ponch or Puntch, she 
probably isn’t the photographer listed on my photo. I 
believe that Adelia Ponch was the photographer who took 
my picture. 

I then searched on Google.com with the terms “Miss 
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Finding Your Female Ancestor: 
“Maiden Name Not Known”
by Sandra J. Crowley

grooms names are included. In addition, the bride’s 
brother, father, or other relative may have posted a 
marriage bond and his name will be on the marriage 
certificate in the clerk’s office. Also, be sure to look for 
marriage announcements in newspapers or bans that 
were published in local churches. Remember, too, that 
laws changed over the years and so did the records that 

were kept. Information 
such as parent’s names 
might have been 
included in one year 
but not the next. If 
you are unable to find 
the information you’re 
looking for on your 
ancestor’s marriage 
record, check out one 
of their siblings who 
married in a different 
year. You might just 
find the answer to 
your question. (See 
the 1798 marriage 
license of Henry 
Parnell to Nancy 
Starling to the left.)

RECORD MINING – Digging Deeper
Make sure you’ve mined all the records where you 

found your male ancestors for hidden clues. 
Census records – Beginning in 1850, the names of 

individuals in the household were included in the Census and 
we are finally able to confirm at least the first name of the 
women in the household. By 1880, the census included the 
relationship of each person to the 
head of household. If you have a 
household that includes a mother-
in-law, you’re in luck! In most 
cases, this will be the mother 
of the wife in the household. 
Remember to search forward as 
well as backward when seeking a 
maiden name. If your ancestor’s 
husband died, she might move 
back to her parents’ house or next 
door to them. Finding them can 
lead you to her maiden name.

Marriage records – 
Marriage records are often 
considered the best source for 
finding a maiden name since 
generally both the bride and 

Tracing any female line in your tree is 
challenging, to say the least! Generally, 

when you’ve located a female ancestor on 
a census record, it is through their married 
name. With a little bit of effort, you can often 
quickly fill in the blank with their maiden name 
and go back another generation, only to run into 
the same issue again. It’s a never-ending cycle, 
but rewarding when you find the answers! Here 
are a few ways that you can dig deeper into the 
records you already have to find the maiden 
name of your female ancestors, plus a few other 
resources that you should consider to help you create a more 
complete picture of the women in your family tree. 

NC Marriage Record for Henry Parnell to Nancy Starling in 1798.
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Letters are a great platform 
for telling a story. Karen Walker’s 
decision to let her ancestors speak 
through the use of selected letters 
and other memorabilia brought the 
narrative of this family history to life. 
One of the judges of the TxSGS Book 
Awards stated that Ms. Walker’s work 
was “an extremely well-crafted tale.” 

Genealogy is all about our stories 
and getting them right. Walker 
does that in an impressive manner. 
Volume one follows the story of her 
grandfather Rufus William Blandford 
beginning with his service in WWI and 
continuing with his post war courtship 
and marriage to Lillian Burkhardt. 
Walker lets the letters tell the story 
with only brief editorial comments 
and identification of persons stated 
in the letters. She then continues to 
use letters and numerous photos to 
provide biographical information about 
their family. 

The second half of the volume 
traces Rufus’s English-born parents 
John Blandford and Mary Silcock. 
Walker documents her research 
with traditional pedigree charts and 
generational numbering with quoted 
information footnoted. She states that 
this book is for the non-genealogist 
family members – those formed the 
audience with whom she wanted to 
share her story. 

What I found interesting and 
very helpful was the special Family 
Index (pgs. 170-223) she compiled 
that includes docu men ta tion of birth, 
marriage, and death (BMD) infor-
mation. The listing includes all family 
members found in the pedigrees she 
provided. It is alphabetical and includes 
the number or letter of registration 
with the page number where the name 
is found. The separation of the BMD 
information into a formal index created 
an excellent reference. The index was 
extremely well documented.

When you do the right thing, 
good things happen. Karen Walker 
proved this point in volume two as she 

presented previously unpublished 
information about Lillian Burkhardt’s 
family. This second volume presents 
Lillian’s parents, Ferdinand 
Christel Burkhardt and Amelia 
Josephine “Emma” Kosub, as well 
as Ferdinand’s immigrant parents 
Friedrich “Fritz” Burkhardt and 
Amalia Hoffmann. Continuing the 
great narrative writing of volume 
one, volume two includes the same 
organizational features as well as both 
a Family Index and general index. 

I loved that Ms. Walker provided 
information about the communities 
in which her ancestors lived – maps, 
photos, and such. In volume one, she 
even provided a reprint of an article 
“A History of Boldtville Community” 
by her sister, Lillian E. Moore. 

Karen Walker gets an A plus for 
telling us the story of Rufus and Lily 
as well as for the level of research 
and documentation she provided 
about the Blandford and Burkhardt 
families. These two volumes are truly 
an impressive work.  O

Rufus and Lily: The Letters, Lives, and Lineages 
of Rufus Blandford and Lillian Burkhardt
Volume 1: Blandford and Silcock Families
Volume 2: Burkhardt, Kosub, and Related Families
Karen Claridge Walker (Karen Walker via CreateSpace, 
c2014, [2015]) Softcover, 234 pages. (v. 1), 221 pages (v. 
2), photos, indexed. Available from Amazon.com $17.99 
each, plus tax and shipping.

BOOK REVIEW of the 2016 First Place Winner
2016 TxSGS Book Awards: Category I – Books by Non-Professional/Family Histories
by William D. “Bill” Buckner, TxSGS Awards Chair



  / march 2017    STIRPES   20

JOURNAL OF THE TEXAS STATE GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

Immerse Yourself in Texas History and Records at the 
Texas Institute of Genealogical Research
(TIGR)

The 2017 Texas Institute for Genealogical 
Research is slated May 22-25 at the Thompson 
Conference Center at UT Austin. The conference 
center is conveniently located near top Texas 
records repositories such as the Texas General Land 
Office, the Texas State Library and Archives, the 
Dolph Briscoe Center for History, and the Bullock 
State History Museum. Parking and lunch are 
included with your registration.

At TIGR, opportunities to network with 
other genealogists are endless. Spend time with 
attendees and instructors who are just as passionate 
about Texas resources and research as you. Share 
information, find common connections, seek 
advice, and provide assistance to others as you are 
immersed in Texas repositories and records during 
the week. Develop lasting friendships and maybe 
even discover a cousin or two! Discuss your ongoing 
research with others who understand the records and 
areas you have in common; this might just result in an 
exchange of ideas that helps you break through those 
brick walls or discover new records. 

Take this opportunity to attend the 2017 Texas 
Institute for Genealogical Research. You will leave with 
new energy and a renewed sense of purpose as you 
continue your family history journey. Register online 
today; visit www.txsgs.org for more information. 

 
Lodging
A block of rooms has been reserved at the Crowne Plaza 
Austin, 6121 North Highway 35, Austin, Texas 78752 at a 
special rate for TIGR ($119.00/night for Standard Guest 
Room, one King, or two Doubles, single or double occupancy; 
includes guest room wireless internet and complimentary 
daily self-parking). Book online through TxSGS to ensure 
this rate or go to TxSGS.org for the link. 

Genealogical institutes are 
designed to provide in-depth and 

extensive instruc tion on a particular 
topic o r time frame. The Texas 
Institute of Genealogical Research is 
just that – an educational event that 
focuses on Texas resources and 
research. If you want to increase your 
skill level and knowledge about 
researching in Texas, then TIGR is 
the event for you. The Thompson Conference Center at UT Austin.

Crowne Plaza Austin, 6121 North Highway 35, Austin, Texas 78752

http://www.txsgs.org/texas-research-institute/registration/
http://www.txsgs.org/texas-research-institute/registration/
http://www.txsgs.org/
https://www.ihg.com/crowneplaza/hotels/us/en/austin/ausgz/hoteldetail?qAdlt=1&qBrs=6c.hi.ex.rs.ic.cp.in.sb.cw.cv.ul.vn.ki.sp.nd.ct&qChld=0&qFRA=1&qGRM=0&qGrpCd=SGS&qIta=99801505&qPSt=0&qRRSrt=rt&qRef=df&qRms=1&qRpn=1&qRpp=20&qSHp=1&qSmP=3&qSrt=sBR&qWch=0&srb_u=1&icdv=99801505
http://www.txsgs.org/texas-research-institute/tigr-2017-venue-lodging/
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Teri E. Flack Anne Gillespie 
Mitchell

The instructors for this four-day event in Austin, May 22-25 are among the best in Texas.

Sessions include: 
John Sellers
Texas History – A state under six 
flags! Learn from an overview of 
Texas’ unique story and history. 
Explore the various countries that 
have impacted the Lone Star State 
over the years, including the time 
periods and consequences of their 
influence. Find out how Texas’ history 
has affected its records and methods 
for researching those records.
Texas Geography – Texas is the 
second largest state in area and now 
also in population. Review the 
different geographical regions and 
their influence on settlement, 
including the various crops the 
pioneers grew. Examine how ethnic 
and regional migrations and the 
unique geography of Texas have also 
helped shape its history in its dual role 
as both a Southern State and a 
Western State.
Tracking the Land: 
Inheritance – This lecture will 
begin with a brief overview of deed 
research in a Texas Courthouse. We 
will then get into specifics of land 
research pertaining to probate and 
inheritance. Learn the terminology 
that will yield the best search results; 
review how to analyze and understand 
what you’ve found. Wills used as 
muniment of title will be examined.
Texas Court Records – As with 
many things about Texas, its court 

Kelvin L. MeyersJohn A. Sellers Cari A. Taplin, CGSM

system has some unique features. Both 
criminal and civil cases and courts will 
be reviewed. Terminology will be 
addressed and applied. Some cases 
will be reviewed to show genealogical 
value. Research techniques will be 
explained.

Teri Flack
Texas State Library and 
Archives Commission – The 
TSLAC is the repository of most of 
the state’s documentary history. This 
session provides an overview of the 
archival collections useful for 
genealogical research and strategies for 
finding the records and the 
information they contain.
Texas General Land Office – 
The GLO Archives consist of land 
grant records and maps dating to the 
16th century detailing the transfer of 
Texas public lands to private 
ownership before and during the 
Republic years and throughout the 
19th century. This session provides an 
overview of the land grant process, 
record groups and the genealogical 
information they contain, and 
successful research strategies.
Early Settlement – The Spanish 
established Mission San Antonio de 
Valero in 1718, and Texas became a 
state in 1846. This session, focused on 
pre-statehood Texas, develops 
research techniques for uncovering 
Texas’ earliest settlers.

Migration Trails and Settlement –
Texas has attracted settlers for 
centuries. This session provides an 
overview of the most common migra-
tion trails and settlement patterns, and 
strategies for tracking migrants to and 
through Texas.
Records of Reconstruction – 
During the 10 years of Reconstruction, 
county government changed and the 
federal government intruded. Freed 
slaves had to make their way in 
unfamil iar territory; thousands of immi-
grants – from the South and overseas – 
migrated to Texas. This session 
identifies Reconstruction’s unique 
research opportunities – special laws 
and multiple constitutions – which led 
to the creation of records not found 
during any other time in the 19th 
century.

Cari Taplin
Genealogical Collections of 
Texas – Texas is a huge state and full 
of wonderful research repositories. 
Learn about many of the “shining 
stars” and hidden gems of Texas 
research repositories.

Kelvin Meyers
Land Records – Understanding the 
laws that governed how land was 
acquired in Texas will help you locate 
the records for your ancestor. Because 
Texas was allowed to keep her public 
lands upon joining the United States, it 
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1912 The Rice Institute (later 
known as Rice 
University) opened.

1914 President Woodrow 
Wilson opened the 
Houston Ship Channel on November 10.

1923 Air conditioning was first adopted in Houston by 
the Second National Bank.

1928  Houston opened its first airport.

1932 The first Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo was 
held.

1953 The nation’s first public broadcast TV station, 
KHUT-TV, went on air in Houston.

1955  The Greater Houston area reached 1,000,000 in 
population.

1962  Houston became home to NASA’s Manned 
Spacecraft Center.

1965 The Astrodome, billed as the 8th Wonder of the 
World, hosted its first event.

1969  “Houston” was the first word spoken from the 
moon on July 20.

is a “state land” state. Therefore, you 
have two government entities creating 
land records. If your ancestor received 
land from Spain, Mexico, the Republic, 
or state of Texas, you may start your 
search at the Texas General Land Office. 
If your ancestor bought land from another 
individual, then you will be searching for 
deed records at the county level.
Using Maps and the GIS System 

of the GLO – As important as land 
records are, being able to locate that 
land is also very valuable to the research-
er. This lecture will focus on what can 
be gained by locating the land plus 
associated records that may be 
identified during this process.
Texas Probate – Understanding 
inheri tance law is critical because Texas 
was at first under the rule of Spain, then 
Mexico, and later joined the Union. 
This know ledge will help genealogists 
more accurately assess relationships 
within the families they are researching. 
Knowing where the records are currently 

located and howto access them will also 
be discussed.
Texas and Her Wars/Texas 
Rangers – As a Republic, Texas had 
its own Army and Navy, sent soldiers 
to serve in both the Union and 
Confederate troops during the Civil 
War and, of course, formed its own 
special force, the Texas Rangers. In 
this lecture, we will look at the records 
created by each of these groups, learn 
how to access them, and discover what 
they can reveal about your ancestors.
Military, Bounty, and 
Donation Grants – The tradition 
of rewarding soldiers with land was in 
force during the Roman Empire, was 
adopted in Texas by the Spanish 
Crown, and continued through out the 
state’s history. Whether offering 
bounty land to encourage men to join 
the Texas Revolution or reward 
 Confederate veterans or their widows, 
land has been a benefit for Texas 
military service.

Anne Gillespie Mitchell
Tracking the Land: Texas Tax 
Records – Texas has a fairly 
complete set of personal and real 
property tax records from1836 
through 1976. We will look at where 
to locate them and then how to read 
and interpret these records as well. In 
addition, we’ll look at some 
organizational tools that will help you 
use these valuable records to learn 
more about your ancestors.
Using Cluster Research to 
Find an Ancestor – Everyone has 
brick walls in their genealogy research 
– people who seem not to have 
parents and women whose maiden 
names appear unknowable. It’s time 
to stop researching the person with 
the brick wall and instead research 
their family members, their 
neighbors, and all their associates. We 
will explore methodologies that will 
help you use cluster research to break 
down your brick walls.      O

Houston in a Nutshell

1836 One of the first cities in the Republic of Texas, Houston 
is founded in August and grows to 12 people and one 
log cabin on 1 Jan 1837.

1836  Founders Memorial Cemetery was established as “City 
Cemetery.”

1837 to 1840  Houston served as the capital of Texas.
1839  12% of Houston’s population died in a yellow fever 

outbreak.
1850  The first census of the State of Texas counted 2,397 

Houstonians.
1853  The Buffalo Bayou, Brazos & Colorado Railroad began 

operation as Houston’s first railroad.
1880 The first arc light in Houston was lit.
1880  The first telephone exchange in Texas was created in 

Houston.
1882 Houston organized the Houston Electric Light 

Company, one of the first two municipal electric power 
plants.

1895 Over 20 inches of snow fell on Houston in mid-February.
1901 to 1906 – Oil discoveries made Houston a center for oil 

exploration and development.

Interesting facts about the site of TxSGS’s 2017 Family History Conference
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Mining for Ancestors:
Texas Voter Rolls and Lists may Yield Gold
by Teri Flack 

Local authorities created these 
lists in response to specific laws and 
constitutional requirements, so the 
information included varies by time 
period, based on the statutes governing 
the right to vote. Voting records take 
different forms: some are registration 
lists of voters and others are actually 
tax lists used to verify that a potential 
voter has paid the tax required for 
voting eligibility. 

Knowing and understanding 
laws related to voter eligibility are 
important, and knowing when and 
under what circumstances voter rolls 
and lists were created help 
researchers identify the 
records they need to review. 
Finding voter rolls takes 
work. While lists from the era 
of Reconstruction are readily 
available online, others 
involve digging to locate 
because the county clerk’s office may 
no longer house them, the staff may 
not know what to look for or where to 
look, or they may have been destroyed. 

Understanding the laws of 
voter eligibility is important when 
examining voter lists. Since the 
beginning of the Republic of Texas 
in 1836, voting has been a cherished 
right, enshrined first in the Republic’s 
constitution and then in subsequent 
state constitutions. Throughout most 
of the 19th century many groups of 
people were excluded from the right 
to vote; however, over time suffrage in 
Texas became more inclusive. Voter 
qualifications and exclusions, generally 

related to sex, age, residency, 
citizenship, and sometimes ethnicity, 
have been included in Texas 
constitutions since 1836. 

Knowing the various groups 
of people who were included and 
excluded during particular periods of 
time can help genealogists understand 
whether it is likely their ancestors will 
show up on a given voter roll. Knowing 
the age at which the law exempted a 
person from paying qualifying taxes 
can explain why a likely voter does 
not show up on a particular list, and 
conversely, knowing the youngest age 

a person became eligible to vote can 
help narrow down an ancestor’s birth 
year. Some of the information that 
can be deduced from the lists will be 
inferred based on the laws at the time.

The 1836 Texas constitution 
qualified to vote “every citizen of 
the Republic who has attained the 
age of twenty-one years, and shall 
have resided six months within the 
district or county where the election 
is held.”1 While this provision did not 
exclude women from voting, there is 
no evidence that women voted during 
the Republic years. No voter lists were 
maintained during the Republic years, 
so there is no way to know who voted.

When Texas became a state, the 
constitution made it clear that only 
free white men were eligible to vote. It 
declared that “every free male person 
who shall have attained the age of 
twenty-one years, and who shall be a 
citizen of the United States, or who is 
[at the time the state constitution was 
adopted] a citizen of the Republic of 
Texas, and shall have resided in this 
State one year [prior to] an election ... 
shall be deemed a qualified elector.” 
The constitution specifically excluded 
Indians who were not taxed and 
“Africans and descendants of Africans” 
from the right to vote.2 As during the 
Republic years, no voter registration 
was required in the state and no voter 
lists were compiled until after the end 
of the Civil War. 

Voter qualifica tions fluctuated 
during Reconstruction 
because of U.S. 
control over the 
state following the 
end of the Civil War 
and the subsequent 
adoption of multiple 
state constitutions. 

In 1865 Andrew Jackson Hamilton, 
provisional governor of Texas, called 
an election to elect delegates to a 
constitutional convention to draft a 
new Texas constitution.3 It is unknown 
whether any voter registration lists for 
this election survive; however, the San 
Antonio Genealogical and Historical 
Society has published a list of names 
of Bexar County voters they found 
published in the San Antonio Daily 
Herald.4 It is possible that newspapers 
in other counties published such lists at 
the time. 

The 1866 Constitution, as adopted 
by the convention delegates, qualified 

Voter lists and rolls, cataloging the people 
who could vote in Texas elections, can 

provide useful genealogical information.  

The 1836 Texas constitution qualified to vote 

“every citizen of the Republic who has attained 

the age of twenty-one years, and shall have 

resided six months within the district or  

county where the election is held.”
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Texas Genealogy Backroads:
Nesbitt Memorial Library in Columbus, Texas

by Susan E. Ball

In addition to providing typical 
library services, the Nesbitt Memorial 
Library emphasizes the history, 
genealogy, literature, and culture of 
Texas and local residents through the 
Texas Collection, the Archives of the 
Nesbitt Memorial Library, and a 
genealogy collection. Books and other 
printed material collected by Lee 
Quinn Nesbitt and the Colorado 
County Historical Commission 
provided the early foundation of the 
Texas Collection. Now containing over 
5,500 volumes, the Texas Collection 
has been expanded over the years 
through a bequest by Catherine 
Dumraese, a Colorado County 
resident who died in 1981, and 
donations of books from the 

Shropshire-Upton 
Chapter, United 
Daughters of the 
Confederacy. The 
Texas Collection is 
housed in the 
stun ning Texas 
Room that fea tures 
a glass wall over-
looking one of the 
oldest live oaks in 
Columbus County. 
The win dows bathe the room in light, 
giving researchers the impression of 
working under the branches of the 
grand oak.

The genealogy collection includes 
a comprehensive col lection of 
Colorado County genealogy materials 

in addition to genealogy materi als for 
Texas and the southern United States. 
Asked for an overview of the Nesbitt 
Memorial Library for genealogists, 
present director Susan Chandler 
shared, “In the Archives, the Nesbitt 
Memorial Library has documents 

that predate Texas, 
church records 
that go way back, 
and many other 
early records. 
People look to 
our Archives for 
genealogical help 
for their earliest 
Texas family 
research in the 
1840s to 1850s, 
sometimes earlier. 
We have letters, 
an extensive 
local newspaper 
collection, and 
family information 
in vertical files.” 

“The genealo-
gy collection 

includes a lot of 
books from this area 

written by area family genealogists,” 
Susan continued. “These books have 
been very helpful; people from all over 
the U.S. travel to Columbus for 
research. Our indexes to court records 
are especially useful. Researchers 
examine the indexes here at the 

In the heart of the small rural community of Columbus, 
Texas, lies the Nesbitt Memorial Library, an incredible 

testament to the impact a few people can have in providing a 
lasting legacy of historical significance. To honor the memory 
of her parents and sister, Lee Quinn Nesbitt provided the 
funds to build the Nesbitt Memorial Library in 1979. Lee 
was a public school teacher who, following her 
retirement in 1948, devoted her life to historical 
and genealogical research. Through funding 
by Lee and the Nesbitt Memorial Library 
Foundation, the library far exceeds expectations 
for a town the size of Columbus, whose 
population is less than 4,000.

If walls could talk … artifacts in the Texas Room.

The Archives Vault houses many col-
lec tions reflecting the history of 

Columbus County in depth.
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A Tribute to Rebeckah Mitchell Smith, 
Austin’s First Teacher 
by David Bowles

Prologue

Researching female ancestors can be 
more challenging than researching 

males because there often aren’t as many 
records available as for men or those that 
are available aren’t as easily found.
I’m fortunate to have access to a number of 
family resources. Also, since my great-great-great-
grandparents were “first footers” in Austin, public 
records have considerable information about them.

To research my great-great-great-grandmother, 
Rebeckah Mitchell Smith, I used two family Bibles. 
The first Bible, started in 1769 by Adam and 
Elizabeth McMachen Mitchell, included a listing 
of the birthdates of Rebeckah and her siblings. The 
Elnora Van Cleve Bible, which was started in 1859, 
had the vital statistics of the next generation.

Rebeckah’s daughter-in-law, Maria Foscue 
Smith, wife of Dr. John Smith, kept an extensive 
journal of family records between 1822 and 1885. 
Her handwritten journal includes great detail and 
confirms the dates of births, marriages, and deaths 

recorded in the two family Bibles. Much of the 
information about Rebeckah came from the Austin 
History Center, from the earliest Travis County 
archives, written in my ancestor’s own hand. 
General Land Office records provided a wealth of 
information on the family’s properties and their 
neighbors.

That information revealed some fascinating 
history, which I would like to share with the Texas 
State Genealogical Society and the readers of Stirpes.

Rebeckah Mitchell Smith was a 
remarkable woman. At a time when 
teaching was a male-dominated 
profession, Rebeckah taught the 
children and young men of Knob 
Creek, Tennessee. She taught her 
own and neighbor’s children in the 
Coosa River valley, where she and 
her husband moved to claim his War 
of 1812 Bounty Land. For her own 
sons, her teaching laid the educational 
foundation for a doctor, a lawyer, 
and a minister. After Rebeckah and 

Courthouse. The Mitchell home had 
been destroyed during the battle on 15 
March 1781. Her father, a militiaman, 
was captured defending his home and 
country. Family legend says Rebeckah 
was born in the spring house, a rock 
structure that survived the horrific 
battle that was fought on her family’s 
North Carolina farm.

Adam and Elizabeth McMachen 
Mitchell, Rebeckah’s parents, moved 
over the Appalachian Mountains after 
the American Revolution, joining 
other family members about 1783 in 

her family moved to the Republic of 
Texas and became deeply involved 
in its early government, she set up 
Austin’s first school with the help of 
a daughter-in-law. Her story paints a 
picture of a pioneer woman unafraid of 
hardship, yet passionate about learning 
and education even in the most 
primitive of conditions. Her influence 
extended for generations in her family.

Truly a daughter of the American 
Revolution, Rebeckah Mitchell 
was born the sixth day of January 
1782, on the Battlefield of Guilford 

Rebeckah’s Story

Pages from the Elnora Van Cleve Family Bible.
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Finding Ancestral Southern Belles
Through Social Structure
by Jeannette Piecznski

      Her opinion was her husband’s 
and she was his showpiece – quiet, 
graceful, and never worried. This 
ideal especially consumed the upper 
3% of families who populated the 
top echelons of southern society. 
Understanding the social structure 
during this time can assist Southern 

U.S. researchers and provide 
context for ancestors’ daily lives.

Southern society was built on 
social structure; this structure grew 
in importance through 1860. Residing 
at the top of this structure were the 
planter elites who owned real estate 
in excess of $500,000 in 1860. Below 

the planter elites were the 
planter class. Generally, 
planters owned real estate 
valued $6,000 or greater 
in 1850, $24,000 in 1860, 
and $11,000 in 1870. 
Attempting to ascend the 
social ranks, many in the 
planter class spent well 
beyond their means. Prior 
to the Civil War, a shortcut 
for the planter class to gain 
entrance to the ranks of 
the elite was through the 
marriage of a daughter to 
a member of the Planter 
Elite. From childhood, the 
Southern Belle knew she 
was expected to marry well 
to raise the social status of 
the family. 

Fashion was a key for 
women to ascend the ranks 
of social hierarchy. Women of 

all social classes knew fashion trends 
and attempted to have at least one 
silk gown and one or two reworked 
gowns. The fashion plates in the 
lady’s magazines depicted the upper 
class; those seeking to ascend to 
higher levels emulated these fashions. 
While the upper echelon traveled to 
Europe for fittings or ordered gowns 
in their size, the majority of women 
made their own clothing with the 
assistance of family, trading work 
based on skill. The ability for young 
ladies to climb the social ladder by 
“dressing the part” became much 
easier through Isaac Singer’s invention 
of the sewing machine in the 1850s 
and Butterick’s introduction of paper 
patterns for amateur sewers in the 
1860s. 

Mothers navigated the social 
landscape on their daughter’s behalf, 
choosing her daughter’s dance part-
ners and selecting her social events. 
Young ladies were not allowed to 
accept more than one dance without 
knowing the status of a man’s family. 

In addition to bearing children, providing strength 
to the family, and running the household, the ideal 

wife in colonial days was a partner to her husband. 
In 1812, the rise of “True Womanhood” emphasized 
the woman’s role in home and family at the cost of 
participation in her husband’s sphere. Especially in the 
upper ranks of Southern U.S. culture, a woman’s life 
revolved around her goal to be the perfect wife  
and a moral Christian. 

Seamstress (Library of Congress Daguerreotype
 collection).

A fashion plate from Godey’s Lady’s 
Book, November 1855, from the author’s 

personal collection.
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Searching Courthouse Corners 
Yields Unexpected Gems
by Susan E. Ball

Brand Books
Ranching women involved in 

the livestock industry might have 
registered a brand at the county 
clerk’s office. Brands were registered 
so that lost or stolen cattle or horses 
could be returned to the owner. 
The numbers of women with brands 
aren’t plentiful, but the presence of 
a woman’s name in an early brand 
book speaks volumes. Not only does 
it indicate the county in which a 
woman had livestock, it also indicates 

that she had enough invested in 
livestock to warrant registration of 
a brand. Brands are recorded by the 
name of the brand rather than the 
name of the brand owner. If you don’t 
know the brand, it may take some 
time to find the person’s name. For 
example, Mrs. Mary A. Reynolds 
registered the brand CWP in 1878 
and Julia A. Ellis registered the brand 
CCC in 1879.1 (See the Tom Green 
County Brand Book image.) Both are 
listed together in the “C” section of 

the brand book. Once you’ve found 
the brand, follow up with the Texas 
tax rolls. Livestock were taxed each 
year and your ancestress’ herd may be 
listed under her name.

Registered Nurses
One of the first respected 

professions outside of the home 
for women was nursing. Florence 
Nightingale elevated care for the 
ill and wounded through her work 
during the Crimean War (October 
1853 – March 1856). Following the 
war, she went on to establish the 
Nightingale School for Nursing in 
1860, which became the basis for 
professional nursing. 

In the early 1900s, most every 
hospital operated a Nursing School; 
they found it a good source of free 
student labor. Graduate nurses 
worked to create a distinction 
between those nurses who were 
“practical nurses,” learning through 

experience, and those 
who had graduated from a 
Nursing School. 

In 1909, the State of 
Texas passed the Nursing 
Practice Act, recognizing 
professional nursing and 
creating the Board of Nurse 
Examiners to examine 
nurses, set qualifications, and 
provide for their registration. 
In 1923, Texas granted to the 
Board of Nurse Examiners 
control over nursing 
education to standardize 
training and education across 
the state and enforce nursing 
practice standards. The 
same year, Texas enacted 

The women in our family trees worked tirelessly, raising 
children, cooking on wood stoves, laboring with 

husbands in running the farm or business or managing the 
farm or busi ness on their own – it’s amazing how much 
could be accomplished when not distracted by social media 
or television! Even though we think our ancestress was 
obscured in the shadow of her husband, her name and 
presence might have been captured at the county clerk’s 
office more than you realize.

Brand record for Mrs. Mary A. Reynolds registered 11 Jun 1878 and Julia A. Ellis registered 
25 January 1879 in Tom Green County. Image provided by the West Texas Collection 

at Angelo State University, San Angelo, Texas
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My 20 Minute Miracle
by Barbara Froebel

As I wound down some 
wonderful, but time-consuming 
activities, I looked forward to having 
much more time to research, and 
began to review the information 
I already had. I had my mother’s 
baptismal certificate, on which 
Alfred Cardinal and Mrs. Alfred were 
listed as witnesses. I had a typed 
transcription of my grandmother 
Marie’s birth record from Quebec, 
in French, in which her mother 
Hermenie was transcribed as 
Hermelie. The 1900 Census listed 

her as Harmania, the 1910 Census 
referred to her as the widowed 
Afmine. 

In the 1930 census, age 68, 
Hermenia is found living in the 
Rutledge Home. (Mr. Edward 
Rutledge built the Hannah M. 
Rutledge home for the Aged, located 
on Bridgewater Avenue, in memory of 
his beloved wife)

Tenuously lodged in my memory 
were two family rumors: 1) that Great 
Grandfather Alfred Cardinal owned 
and gambled away the Chippewa 

Falls Boot & Shoe Factory and 2) 
that Great Grandmother Hermenie 
donated her property to the Catholic 
Church in return for being taken care 
of for the rest of her life. My mother 
always thought that Hermenie got 
the better end of that deal, “because 
she lived forever!”

I could not find a death record 
for Hermenie. The Wisconsin death 
indexes had large gaps in them and of 
course Hermenie’s death fell into a 
gap. Hermenie and her family echoed 
in the back of my mind for several 
busy years. 

During my second term as 
President of the San Antonio 
Genealogical and Historical Society, 
my oldest daughter, Carla, was 
diagnosed with stage 4 brain cancer 
and I became her primary care giver. 
She lost her valiant fight eight 
months later, leaving three children. 
My youngest daughter, Stephanie, 
and her husband took the children 
(teenagers) to raise, having none 
of their own. Both are professional 
pilots, so I had Nanny duty a week at 
a time in nearby Wimberley when the 
pilots were off flying. Two years later, 
Stephanie developed breast cancer. 
The day of Stephanie’s surgery, my 
skin was on fire and I had trouble 
breathing. How much devastation 
can one family handle, and why 
am I bothering you with it? Well to 
distract myself from my angst, and 
perhaps keep what was left of my 
sanity, I decided to pursue Hermenie 
once more, while we waited for the 
surgical outcome.

The most recent source I had 
for Hermenie was the 1930 census 
and the reference to the Rutledge 

Sometimes a fresh look at past research can lead to 
hefty cracks in your ancient brick walls. With little 

time to research, I was continually frustrated in my efforts 
to locate information on my maternal great grandmother. 
Family rumor said she was born possibly in France, lived in 
Quebec, Canada, and Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin, and died 
somewhere near Chippewa Falls. Incredibly busy for the 
past four years, I was not likely to find traces of Hermenie 
Cardinal, unless those clues were online between the hours 
of 2:00 to 4:00 a.m.!
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Wolcott, Kay  4
Wood, Elizabeth  41
Wood, James  41
Wylie, John  58

Penley, Gary  4
Penley, Karen 4 
Penny, Teresa  4
Perkins, Paula  58
Peterson, Allen  44
Picket, Pamelia  6
Piecznski, Jeannette  40, 42
Pointer, Caroline  58
Polish Genealogical Society of Texas  4
Ponch, Adelia  14
Ponch, M. G.  14
Punch, M. E.  15
Punch, Miss Dee  15
Puntch, Margaret E. Raymer  15

R
Ramon, Elissa M.  4
Raymer, Charles Augustus  15
Raymer, Jacob Nathaniel  15
Redden, Lisa  45
Reed, Isaac  7
Reed, Patricia R.  4
Reed, Rebecca  7
Reid, Joyce  45
Reynolds, Linda  58
Richardson, Ernest Ace L. Jr.  39
Roark, Amos  35
Robinson, Cory  45
Ross, Jerry L.  44
Rowland, John  36, 37
Rubel, Louann  4
Rubel, Robert   4
Rutledge, Hannah M.  52
Rutledge, Mr. Edward  52

S
Samuels, Jan  4
San Angelo Genealogical and Historical 

Society  45
San Antonio Genealogical and Historical 

Society  23, 52
Sayre, Pamela Boyer  44
Sayre, Richard G. (Rick)  44
Sellers, John  21
Shelton, Mary  39
Shelton, William  39
Shipman, Cindy  45
Siddens, Courtney Elizabeth  39
Siddens, James Marcus  39
Siddens, James Matthew  39
Siddens, Joseph Daniel  39
Siddens, Kristopher Matthew  39
Siddens, Morgan Leigh  39
Silcock, Mary  19
Smith, Angelina. See S
Smith, Caroline  35
Smith, Dr. John  34
Smith, Fayette  35, 36
Smith, Fenwick  35, 37
Smith, James  35, 36
Smith, John  35
Smith, Lorena  35
Smith, Maria Foscue  34
Smith, Fenwick  35
Smith, Mrs. Thomas W.  35
Smith, Rebeckah Mitchell  3, 34
Smith, Mitchell  35
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2017 TxSGS Family History Conference

SAVE THE DATE
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#TxSGS2017

Omni Houston Hotel Westside| Houston, Texas

Texas State Genealogical Society

October 20 - 22, 2017

Featuring J. Mark Lowe & Michael Lacopo




