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Why Name our Journal Stirpes?  Pronounced “STÛR’PEZ,” it perfectly 
describes the core understanding of our passion in researching ancestry and 
family history: The phrase “. . . to my heirs, per stirpes” means that the legal 
heirs share their inheritance based on their relationship to the deceased.” (See 
full story in Stirpes, 2016, Volume 55, Number 3-4)
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From the 

Editors’ Pen
2017 marks 100 years

since the U.S. 
entered WWI on 6 April 1917. 
Remembering WWI brings to mind 
incredible hardships in Europe, 
voluntary food rationing in the U.S., 
the incredibly difficult trench 
warfare, the devastating flu 
epidemic—the effects of the war 
touched every U.S. citizen. 

This issue of Stirpes includes 
soldiers’ letters, war efforts on the 
home front, a DNA search for a 
WWI soldier, and the transformation 
of women’s roles in the U.S. due 
to the war. Each of these articles 
is the result of extensive historical 
or genealogical research by the 
authors. A keen eye will notice 
details in each article and its sources 
that illuminate new directions and 
resources for research. We encourage 
you to read Stirpes from cover to 
cover—let us know how the articles 
helped you with your genealogical 
research!

Debbie Parker Wayne shows how 
to locate WWI records through a 
case study in “World War I Military 

(encourage you!) to send your  
DNA discovery or case study to 
stirpes@txsgs.org for the next issue. 
You don’t have to be a DNA expert 
to share how DNA helped you 
discover new ancestors and unravel 
tangled family trees. We want articles 
any length from a few paragraphs 
to a handful of pages. Your DNA 
discovery can help others understand 
how to make the most of their DNA 
results. Start your article now—the 
submission deadline for the next 
issue is July 15. If you need additional 
time, just email us. 

Looking forward, the Q4 2017 
issue asks you to share how you 
walked in your ancestor’s footsteps 
by traveling to the old home place 
or sifting through old documents 
or photos. We’ve all dreamed of 
finding a big trunk in the attic full 
of valuable memorabilia or walking 
through the ancestral castle. Share 
your experiences with us! If you need 
additional time, just email us.

~ Stirpes Editors     O

Records that Survived the 1973 
NPRC Fire.” Like many genealogists 
gifted with family stories “too 
amazing to be true,” Debbie set 
out to verify family tales of a WWI 
ancestor’s service in spite of the 
reported records loss at the National 
Personnel Records Center. Jim 
Miller shows how old envelopes can 
be used to enhance genealogical 
research in “Read Before Opening: 
Clues Found on Envelopes from the 
WWI Front.”

The focus on WWI broadens 
to encompass the Civil War with “I 
Drop You A Few Lines,” by Patricia 
Reed, which tells the poignant tale 
of a young Civil War soldier’s life 
through his letters. Texas Genealogy 
Backroads visits the Texas Heritage 
Museum’s Historical Research 
Center, Scott Fitzgerald pursues a 
West Texas lady photographer in 
“Who’s Behind the Camera,” and 
Bill Buckner reviews “WWI Soldiers 
of Hopkins County.” 

The Q3 2017 issue of Stirpes 
highlights DNA discoveries and 
success stories. We invite you 

Learn more at TxSGS.org

Connect with TxSGS

mailto:stirpes%40txsgs.org?subject=
http://TxSGS.org
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Early Texans!*
Calling All Descendants of 

Early Texans!*
Your Lineage Could be Included in 

the Soon-to-be Published

Texas First Families Lineages, 
Volume III

Interested?
For more details, see the Heritage Certificate Application at 

http://www.txsgs.org/TSGS/wp-content/uploads/ 
2014/09/tsgs_cert_app.pdf

Questions?
See the Frequently Asked Questions section of 

the Heritage Certificate Application. 

For further inquiries, contact Certificates@txsgs.org

*Open to direct and collateral descendants of persons who settled in or served the Republic of Texas prior to 19 February 1846.

The Q3 2017 (July-Sept) issue of the Texas State Genealogical Society Journal Stirpes has 
a DNA theme.  
 Do you have a DNA story to tell?
 Has DNA helped you locate a missing family member or a

new family?
 Have you broken through that brick wall?
 Have you solved a question about adoption or birth?
 Do you have another interesting find?
TxSGS wants to hear more. We’re seeking articles or even a few paragraphs for our next 
issue of Stirpes that describe what you’ve learned in your DNA journey.  
Send your submission to stirpes@txsgs.org in Word format.  

Share your DNA Results 

http://www.txsgs.org/TSGS/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/tsgs_cert_app.pdf
http://www.txsgs.org/TSGS/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/tsgs_cert_app.pdf
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Over There: Wartime Life Seen through a 
Soldier’s Legacy of Letters and Diaries

by Pamela Slutz

An infantry officer, Lt. Slutz 
served in the Ohio 166th 
Infantry Regiment (figure 1) 
which was part of the famous 
42nd Infantry Division, 
also known as the Rainbow 
Division.1 2

His legacy, of which I 
am the current custodian, 
was a cornucopia of diaries 
and letters to his parents 
(Reverend Dr. Worthington 
and Esther Slutz) and his 
future wife (Ethel Young) 
spanning his entire military 
service. Many of the letters, 
written on stationery 
provided by the Y.M.C.A. 
and printed with the return 
address, “On Active Service 
with the American Expeditionary 
Force,” contained newspaper 
clippings, photos, and cards as well 
as copies of the Ohio Rainbow Reveille, 
a newsletter published ‘occasionally’ 
in the field headquarters of the 166th 
Infantry (publisher Chaplain J. J. 
Halliday).3 

Consistent with official 
government policy, his letters home 
were censored. Several of his first 
letters were opened by censors 
who clipped out whole sentences 
and sections, presumably because 
they contained mention of his 
whereabouts or activities (figures 2 
and 3). He quickly learned to practice 

self-censorship, noting that “mother 
wrote that my first letter had been 
‘Opened by Censor’ [and] was all cut 
up with large chunks of it missing.” 
(Letter to Ethel Young, 16 November 
1917) “So, if some of my letters seem 
to be sort of superficial, you must 
remember that I cannot mention 
anything in regard to my whereabouts 
or what I am doing. You’ll also notice 
that my letters and envelopes now 
carry the annotation ‘O.K.’ which is 
my way of saying to the censor that I 
have been very careful not to mention 
anything that would be of value to the 
enemy. In response to your requests 
for more information, all I can say is 
I’m ‘somewhere in France’.” (Letter 

to his parents, 10 November 1917) 
His diaries, which were not subject 
to censorship, provide much more 
detailed accounts of his whereabouts 
and activities, often accompanied 

by maps and 
diagrams of 
trenches and 
defensive 
sectors. 

Robert, or 
“Bob” as he was 
called, enlisted 
in April 1917 
and trained at 
Fort Benjamin 
Harrison in 
Lawrence, 
Indiana, 
from May to 
August 1917 
in preparation 
for departure 
to the Western 
Front. In August 

1917 he was commissioned a second 
lieutenant in the infantry section 
of the U.S. Army Officers’ Reserve 
Corps. He bade farewell to his parents 
and friends in Wooster, Ohio, in late 
August and departed the United 
States in early September 1917, 
sailing from New York City on the SS 
Mongolia as part of a 14-ship convoy 
of commercial ships escorted by 
American destroyers. It took 24 days 
to cross the Atlantic, evading German 
torpedo boats and landing in Brest in 
early October 1917. In keeping with 
the censorship policy, the 4 October 
1917 telegram he sent from France to 
his parents advising them that he had 
‘arrived safely’ was postmarked ‘Sans 

My grandfather, Lt. Robert Fleming Slutz (born 29 
August 1894 in Carthage, Jasper, Missouri), served 

with the American Expeditionary Forces (AEF) in Europe 
during World War I, from October 1917 until April 1919. 

Figure 1: Robert F. Slutz’s photo ID showing his military service  
in Company I, 166th Regiment.
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Origine’ to disguise the location of 
the sender.

Bob wrote repeatedly for news—
and chocolate—from home. In a 
letter to his mother on 9 October 
1917, the twenty-three year old 
complains that he has “received no 
letters from you as yet, but hope 
to get some in a few days. Say, you 
can send me anything, tho I can’t 
send many things home. I would so 
appreciate getting some chocolate 
or something of that nature. It takes 
about 15 to 20 days they say for mail 
to get here… All my baggage came 
through from the boat crossing and in 
it I found a Hershey [chocolate] bar 
with a card from Zulene Hatfield,” 
a ‘neighbor’ from Winona Lake, 
Indiana, where the Slutz family had 
a summer home. “I am parceling 
the bar out, trying not to eat it all 
at once.” The “thoughtful gift” was 
so memorable that Bob saved the 
card—with the annotation, “opened 
Hersheys on 9 October 1917 at La 
Valbonne.”

After additional training in trench 
warfare at the French infantry school, 
La Valbonne, located near Lyon in 
southern France, Bob was assigned 
in December 1917 to be Intelligence 

and Scout Officer (and acting Liaison 
Officer) in Company I/U.S. 166th 
Infantry Regiment/U.S. 3rd Infantry 
Battalion/U.S. 42nd Infantry Division, 
which served from June to mid-August 
1918 under the command of the 
French 17th Infantry Regiment/4th 
Army. His four semesters of college 
French qualified him to serve as 
interpreter and liaison with the 
French military. Bob regularly “took 
mess” with the French Colonel in 
command of the 17th French Infantry 
Regiment and on 10 July 1918—in a 
goodwill gesture—was given the daily 
menu as a souvenir (figure 4): “There 
are 12 officers at the mess, three 
of whom are Americans. Our Major 
sits on the Colonel’s left and I’m 
on his right. At every meal the mess 
officer arises and after addressing 
the Colonel and “Sirs” reads the 
menu, every day printed in a different 
way. This is the first time I’ve been 
honored by having the old boy hand it 
to me as a souvenir.” (Letter to Ethel 
Young, 10 July 1918) 

Lt. Slutz saw trench combat 
action in all four of the campaigns in 
which the 42nd Division participated: 
Champagne-Marne, the Aisne-Marne, 
the Battle of Saint-Mihiel, and the 

Meuse-Argonne Offensive. In a letter 
dated 14 July 1918 to his mother, 
Bob begins with a description of 
the celebration of France’s Bastille 
Day at the officers’ mess earlier 
that day. Halfway through the first 
page, he updates his narrative: 
“What do you think … It’s now July 
20th and I’m going to continue this 
letter. I suppose you’ve read in the 
newspapers about the circumstances 

[the Battle of Champagne, 15-
18 July 1918] which caused my 
delay in finishing this letter until 
now. Of those circumstances, 
I can only say that we stopped 
them dead still and the men of 
our Division were great. There 
soon will be no fight left in the 
Hun. They know the Americans 
are here now, alright!” 

In a November 1923 
(draft) letter to the Historical 
Section, 166th Infantry, 
Adjutant Generals Department 
of the State of Ohio, (former) 
Lieutenant Slutz cites the action 
at Champagne-Marne “as the 
outstanding engagement of the 
war, as far as my company was Figure 2: Envelope for a letter from Lt. 

Robert Slutz showing the censor’s label.
Figure 3: One of Lt. Robert Slutz’s early 
letters was heavily censored by excising 

portions of the letter.

Figure 4: A souvenir menu presented to Lt. 
Robert Slutz at a meal with the colonel of 

the 17th French Infantry Regiment.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_campaigns_in_World_War_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_campaigns_in_World_War_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Saint-Mihiel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meuse-Argonne_Offensive
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Women’s Clubs and the WWI Home Front
 in Hunt County, Texas

by Carol Taylor

As U.S. generals marshaled their troops for war, 
1917 saw a mobilization of a different sort on the 

home front in the homes and gardens of America’s 
citizens. “Use food wisely and minimize waste” was 
the call to arms for the housewife. 

Without immediate action, 
food shortages loomed as the U.S. 
accommodated the vast amounts of 
food needed for armed forces and 
desperately hungry people in war-
torn countries. A host of government 
entities from the USDA to the War 
Garden Commission and the Federal 
Food Administration urged citizens 
to grow their own food and preserve 
it to supplement a tightened food 
supply. The effort was supported 
enthusiastically in counties across 
Texas such as Hunt County where 
Women’s Clubs provided the 
organizational support for success.

Hunt County is located in 
northeast Texas, approximately sixty 
miles northeast of Dallas. At the time 
of the First World War, the population 

of about 50,000 was involved 
primarily in rural cotton production. 
The soil was mostly heavy blackland 
soil, some loam, and sandy loams 
with level ground to rolling hills. 
The largest town was Greenville, 
a commercial center with four 
railroads, three colleges, a Carnegie 
Library, and numerous stores, banks, 
seed houses, and wagon yards. 
Approximately twenty doctors and 
dentists practiced in the town. The 
county had more than one hundred 
rural school districts that educated 
students in several primary grades 
with classes seldom in session for 
more than six months each year.1

The majority of farmers were 
small landowners who maintained 
subsistence farming until the arrival 

of the railroad in 1880 made cotton 
production feasible on a large scale. 
Historically, women of rural Hunt 
County worked fields alongside their 
husbands, fathers, and sons. During 
the financial depression of the 1890s, 
many of these farmers lost their lands 
and became sharecroppers on farms 
owned by large landholders. These 
landlords generally lived in Greenville 
and allowed the sharecroppers and 
their families to live and work on 
the land for half or less of the cotton 
raised.

Families living in Greenville and 
the second largest town, Commerce, 
were typically more financially 
secure than farm families. This 
allowed women in both towns more 
leisure time with servants to help 
with household tasks and childcare. 
As early as 1891, some women of 
Greenville formed a Chautauqua 
Society for the enlightenment of their 
minds; for four years they studied a 
core curriculum of literature, history, 

Providing an opportunity to socialize around shared interests, early 1900s Women’s Clubs such as this cemetery association in Ohio 
worked to educate themselves and accomplish worthy goals.
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and geography. At the end of the 
prescribed course of study, the ladies 
formed the Women’s Review Club 
for the purpose of continuing book 
discussions, weekly social gatherings, 
and the eventual creation of a 
Carnegie Library in 1903.2

Other women’s clubs were 
formed in the interest of music, 
art, literature, and religious study. 
The majority of women’s clubs 
organized the Greenville Federation 
of Women’s Clubs by 1905 and 
worked to support the library, 
provide art in the form of patriotic 
prints to public schools, develop 
a mobile lending library for rural 
schools, and urged the city council 
to establish the positions of meat 
and dairy inspector. Few, if any, 
members of the Greenville women’s 
clubs were rural residents.3

Rural women were not organized 
into clubs until the beginning of 
World War I. Women’s clubs usually 
met in fall and spring, which were 
often rainy, keeping the roads in the 
area virtually impassable. Chores at 
home also kept these women more 
closely bound to their families and 
farms.

By the spring of 1915, the 
citizens of Hunt County were 
mindful of events connected with the 
Great War in Europe and the scarcity 
of food suffered by conquered Bel-
gians. Greenville High School student 
Mamie East wrote an essay, “America 
to the Rescue,” in her senior scrap-
book. She noted, “America is between 
Belgium and starvation. America is 
daily sending food and clothing to 
relieve Belgian women and children 
… canned pork, soup, condensed
milk, and many other things, which 
are necessities for life.”4

The occupation of Belgium, 
northern France, and Russian Poland 
by the Germans led to severe 
malnutrition of civilians as well 
as military personnel. In the war 

zone during 1917, the consumption 
of fish, eggs, and sugar was halved 
while supplies of potatoes, butter, 
and vegetables declined steeply.5 
As a result of a hard winter followed 
by summer droughts in the Plains 
States, the United States harvest 
was dramatically decreased. The 
U.S. export of wheat to Great Britain 
dropped from 92 percent to 64 
percent of the total required.6

Immediately upon the entry 
of the United States into the war, 
President Woodrow Wilson addressed 
the nation and appealed to American 
farmers saying, “the supreme need of 
our own Nation and of the Nations 
with which we are cooperating is an 
abundance of supplies, and especially 
foodstuffs. Without abundant food, 
alike for the armies and the peoples 
now at war, the whole great enterprise 
upon which we have embarked will 
break down and fail. This world’s food 
reserves are low.” To the American 
housewife he strongly suggested “that 
everyone who creates or cultivates 
a garden helps and helps greatly to 
solve the problem of feeding the 
nations, and that every housewife who 
practices strict economy puts herself 
in the ranks of those who serve the 
nation. This is the time for America 
to correct her unpardonable fault of 
wastefulness and extravagance. We 
must supply not only abundant food 
for ourselves, our armies and our 
seamen, but also for a larger part of 
the nations with whom we now have 
made common cause.”7

Soon afterwards, the Committee 
on Women’s Defense Work, better 
known as the Woman’s Committee, 
was formed in Washington with one 

function, to urge conservation of 
food and encourage food production 
in cooperation with national food 
administrator Herbert Hoover’s 
dictum that “food will win the war.”8 
George Creel, appointed to head the 
Committee on Public Information 
(CPI), began recruiting a group of 
journalists dedicated to spreading 
the word of the war’s righteousness 
across the land. Creel would claim 
after the war that more than twenty 
thousand newspaper columns were 
derived from material issued in CPI 
handouts.9

The Federal Food Administration 
was created to regulate quantities 
and prices of food, assuring adequate 
supplies for both military and civilian 
needs. The administration was also 
successfully involved in agricultural 
relief programs to the Allies. ‘Victory 
Gardens’ and the observance of 
‘wheatless’ and ‘meatless’ days were 
encouraged. Every effort was made to 
curb the anxieties of the people over 
possible shortages of food and to make 
the public conscious of the disastrous 
effects of hoarding and waste.10

All of the efforts were 
tremendously well received and 
accepted in Hunt County. The 
Greenville Messenger, a weekly 
newspaper with a wide circulation 
in the rural area, carried numerous 
stories each week of canning classes 
for women and victory gardens 
planted by churches, neighborhoods, 
and school children, along with 
recipes requiring limited use of 
flour, butter, and meat. Hoover’s 
propaganda drive was aimed at 
persuading Americans to think that 
they too could do their bit in the 
war effort by eating everything and 
leaving no waste (the clean plate). 
As in other quarters of U. S. civilian 
life, this basically sound idea soon 
developed into a nationwide frenzy.11

Another innovation by the War 
Garden Commission and the USDA 

“...every housewife who practices 
strict economy puts herself in 

the ranks of those who 
serve the nation.” 
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Adoption Mystery Solved: DNA Match with 
WWI Soldier Reunites the Gamble Family

by Marilyn Cleves Souders 
with introduction by Debbie Parker Wayne, CGSM, CGLSM

Newspapers and television shows are full of 
touching stories of adoptees, donor-conceived 

persons, and foundlings reunited with biological 
families through the discovery of shared DNA.

Some of these discoveries are 
accidents and some were due to 
the purposeful and targeted testing 
of individuals. While Y-DNA and 
mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA) led 
to some discoveries in earlier years, 
the explosion of autosomal DNA 
(atDNA) testing after 2009 led to a 
corresponding growth in the number 
of success stories for those seeking to 
identify unknown parents. 

Autosomal DNA allows more 
ancestral lines to be connected. Only 
those who share a man’s patrilineal line 
(his father’s father’s father’s father, and 
so on) can be found using Y-DNA. Only 
those who share a person’s matrilineal 
line (his or her mother’s mother’s 
mother’s mother, and so on) can be 
found using mtDNA.* Both Y-DNA and 
mtDNA can match to cousins who are 
related much further back in time than 
can be supported with documentary 
evidence. Using atDNA, DNA matches 
to cousins on any ancestral line of a 
test-taker can be found, but due to 
recombination, those matches are 
more likely to be within five to nine 
generations of the test-taker. 

Even when there is no living 
descendant in the patrilineal or 
matrilineal line, atDNA opens up more 
avenues of research and more potential 

test-takers. The Y-DNA test-taker 
must be a son of a son of a son in a 
straight line back to the male ancestor 
of interest. The mtDNA test-taker 
must be a child, male or female, of a 
daughter of a daughter of 
a daughter in a straight 
line back to the female 
ancestor of interest. With 
atDNA, the test-taker 
can be either gender, the 
ancestor of interest can 
be either gender, and the 
line back to the ancestor of 
interest can zigzag through 
sons and daughters.

Relationships are 
predicted based on 
the amount of atDNA 
shared by two test-takers. 
Parent-child and sibling 
relationships are clearly 
indicated by the amount 
of atDNA shared by two 
people. For other close 
relationships, within a 
couple of generations, 
relatives share enough 
DNA that it is generally easy to esti-
mate a relationship or narrow it down 
to a few possibilities. As relationships 
grow more distant, less DNA is shared 
and there is more overlap between 

the minimum and maximum amount 
of shared DNA documented for any 
specific relationship. Those distant 
relationships are harder to estimate. 

Genealogists also seek to identify 
unknown parentage. Every time we 
discover a new ancestor, we encounter 
a new unknown parent situation. 
We also discover ancestors who were 
adopted, officially or unofficially. 
When working to identify a parent in 

a more distant time, it is important to 
correlate the DNA evidence and the 
documentary evidence.

DNA can provide evidence to 
answer these relationship questions 

* For more information on mtDNA, see “Matrilineal Lines: Mitochondrial DNA Tests” in the March 2017 issue of Stirpes, Volume 56, No. 1, pp. 9-12. 

The words Certified Genealogist are a registered certification mark, and the designations CG, CGL, and Certified Genealogical Lecturer are 
service marks of the Board for Certification of Genealogists®, used under license by board certificants after periodic evaluation.

Figure 1: Anna Phoebe Gamble held by her mother, 
Anna Louise Weaver Gamble in 1920.
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for separated families no matter the 
reason for the separation. Some of 
the analysis is the same whether 
working on an unidentified parent of 
a child born in 1850 or 1990. Some 
of the analysis needed is different 
depending on the birth date of the 
focus person. When working an 
adoption case for someone born in 
1990, there may still be living people 
willing to test who remember events 
and can confirm a theory of a parent’s 
identity. An adoptee often just wants 
the name and contact information 
for family members. They are not as 
interested in research that meets the 
Genealogical Proof Standard (GPS). 

When working a genealogy case 
where no living person has memory 
of the event, we are dependent on 
documentary research correlated 
with DNA analysis to support our 
conclusion. In these cases, the 
standards allow us to evaluate the 
credibility of our research and 
conclusions to increase the likelihood 
a child is linked to the correct 
family. We may start with comparing 
surnames and family trees of two 
test-takers, as is done in the story 
below. We often progress to analyzing 
the total amounts of shared DNA and 
even the exact locations of shared 
segments on chromosomes.

The story below illustrates how 
a family separated after the death of 
the mother was reunited. This is not 
the story of an unwed young mother 
giving a baby for adoption, but is an 
adoption situation many of us may 
find when our families encountered 
hard times. The genealogist’s decades 
of documentary research findings 
did not uncover the missing family. 
For several years, the DNA matches 
did not provide an answer. However, 
DNA is the genealogical record that 
keeps on giving. After many years, a 
new test-taker appeared in the match 
list. That new test-taker held the 
key to solving this family mystery. 

Test-takers should never give up hope. 
Keep checking for new DNA matches 
periodically so you do not miss that 
key when it appears.

This reunion resulted in sharing 
family information, including the 
story of a World War I soldier with 
accompanying photographs. These 
photographs are not only precious to 
the Gamble family, they reflect our 
American history during The Great 
War, what we wish had really been The 
War to End All Wars.

Reuniting the 
Gamble Family
George Risely Gamble and Anna 

Louise Weaver were married on 
6 October 1895 in Polk County, Iowa.1 
Moving around Iowa and Nebraska, 
the Gamble family eventually settled 
in Omaha, Douglas County, Nebraska.2 

The second of the ten children 
born to George and Anna Gamble, 
Harry Wilbert Gamble was born in 
1899 in Lincoln County, Nebraska.3 
Leaving his family during World War I 
to serve his country,4 Harry joined the 
U.S. Army 13th Cavalry on 18 March 
1918 and was stationed in Brownsville, 
Texas. Harry chose the Army rather 
than the Navy because he didn’t 
like the Navy uniforms.5 Discharged 
on 10 September 1919, he said that 
his time as a cavalryman helped to 
toughen him so he was prepared for 
the hard times later in his life. Little 
did he know that a hard time was 
rapidly approaching.

In 1919, shortly after Harry 
returned home from his stint in 
the Army, George and Anna Louise 
Gamble had their ninth child, Anna 
Phoebe Gamble. Even though twenty 
years separated the children, Harry 
adored his baby sister. When Anna 
Phoebe was only 3 ½ years old, her 
mother died on 3 June 1923, leaving a 
newborn infant only a month old and 
a house full of children ranging in age 

from 3 ½ to Harry’s 24.6 
Fifty years old and unable to 

care for his large family without his 
wife, George Risely Gamble made 
the heart-wrenching decision to 
place his four youngest children in an 
orphanage. He wanted those children 
to be adopted by young families who 
could give his children the home 
that he could not provide. Harry was 
separated from his four youngest 
siblings including his beloved Anna 
Phoebe. George created a list of 
family names and birthdates that he 
gave to the orphanage (see table 1, 
left column). George assumed his 
children could use that list to find 
each other in the future. What he did 
next made it nearly impossible for 
any of the younger children to find 
him – George moved to Los Angeles 
County, California, to start a new life 
with his six oldest children. He died 
there in 1951.7

A year after her mother’s death, 
Anna Phoebe Gamble was legally 
adopted by Harriet and Fred McGee 
who changed her name to Edna 
Mae McGee. Along with two photos 
(figures 1 and 2), the orphanage gave 
the list of Gamble children names 
and birthdates to the McGees. They 
agreed to give the names and photos 

Figure 2: Betty Mae and Anna Phoebe 
Gamble taken in 1923 after their 

mother died.
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Figure 1: Alfred Parker and Mary Bessie (Rogers) Snyder Parker, 
1920, near the time of their marriage and shortly after his WWI service. 

 Original photo is in the collection of the family.

World War I Military Records 
that Survive the 1973 NPRC Fire: 

Payroll and Discharge Papers Reveal the True Story 
 of Alfred Parker’s Service

by Debbie Parker Wayne, CGSM, CGLSM

While many records 
were lost to the fire, some 
records survive. You will 
not know if you are one 
of the lucky ones until 
you ask what records are 
available. Even if the 
service file was lost in 
the fire, some records 
stored in different areas 
of the NPRC and in other 
repositories survived. We 
learn much about our 
service members using 
these surviving records, 
as shown in the story 
following.

Finding and 
 Using the Records

We may know about Compiled Military Service 
Records, Bounty Land Warrants, and other records 
at the U.S. National Archives from our Civil War or 
Revolutionary War research. We may be less familiar 
with records of modern wars. Almost every genealogy 
conference and institute has informative sessions on 
finding and using military records of all kinds. Check out 
World War I records on Cyndi’s List,2 the U.S. National 
Archives,3 FamilySearch,4 and many other sites you can 
find with a Google search.

World War I Draft Registration cards have been 

online for many years 
for men who served 
and those who did 
not serve but were 
required to register. 
If your ancestor 
served, there may 
be more information 
available at the NPRC. 
Instructions online 
explain how to request 
a search for and obtain 
copies of records. 
Check the website for 
current directions.5 
In addition to the 
documents at the 
NPRC, county clerks 

in the state of residence of a service member recorded 
some military records such as discharges.

The Family Legend
Alfred Parker was born 1 February 1897 in Milam or 

Lee County, Texas, and died 30 January 1955 in Dallas.6 
He married Mary Bessie (Rogers) Snyder on 25 June 
1920 in Dallas County.7 Figure 1 shows the couple on or 
near the date of marriage. After Alfred’s death, Bessie 
told her children that Alfred had been wounded in 
France during World War I and left for dead in a room at 
a medical facility. After several days, he was found alive 
and treated before being sent home. 

Records for U.S. service members in World War I and later wars are housed at the 
National Personnel Records Center, Military Personnel Records (NPRC-MPR), 

National Archives at St. Louis. A fire on 12 July 1973 destroyed many of these records.1 
After learning about the destruction of records in the 1973 fire, many genealogists go no 
farther researching their World War I service members. This is a mistake. 

The words Certified Genealogist are a registered certification mark, and the designations CG, CGL, and Certified Genealogical Lecturer are 
service marks of the Board for Certification of Genealogists®, used under license by board certificants after periodic evaluation.
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The family genealogist wants to 
know more. Where was this hospital? 
What battle was Alfred fighting when 
he was wounded? What other battles 
did he fight? What records can be used 
to support this family story or find the 
true story? As we know, sometimes the 
story we hear at home changes as it is 
passed down. The search for records 
begins.

World War I Draft 
 Registration

World War I Draft registration 
cards are online at Ancestry.com for a 
fee and are now available at no cost 
at FamilySearch. Alfred Parker’s draft 
registration card, filed with the Local 
Board Lee County at Giddings, Texas, 
is shown in figure 2. Alfred’s birth date 
was 1 February 1897. He registered on 
5 June 1918 at age twenty-one. He was 
born in Tanglewood, Texas, and lived 
there on rural free delivery route one. 
His father was born in Texas. Perry 

A. Parker was Alfred’s nearest 
relative and was living at the 
same address. Alfred was a white 
male who was self-employed at 
the address where he lived. He 
had gray eyes and light brown 
hair. Alfred’s signature is at the 
bottom of the card.8 

This record indicates 
Alfred registered for the draft 
as the law required. It does 
not indicate he served in the 
military. More research might 
determine if he served, but 
first we analyze the information 
here and correlate with what we 
already have to be sure we have 
the right Alfred Parker.

In this record, some 
information conflicts with and 
some confirms prior research. 
Family stories indicate Alfred 
was born in Milam County. 
Tanglewood is in northwestern 

Figure 3 (left): Part 1 of Alfred 
 Parker’s WWI military record 

showing his Final Payment Roll.
Figure 2 (below): Alfred Parker’s  WWI 

draft registration card.
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Lee County. Milam and Lee share a border with 
Milam just north of Lee. The family is found in 
census records for both counties and land records 
show they owned property on each side of the county 
line at different times. These census records also list 
P. A. Parker as Alfred’s father and their occupations 
as farmers on a home farm.9 This correlates with the 
information on the draft card to show we have the 
right Alfred Parker. The birthplace conflict can be 
easily explained as the family moved between the 
two counties.

World War I Payroll Records 
and Historical Context

We can find out whether Alfred actually served in 
the military by following the instructions online at the 
National Personnel Records Center and submitting 
Standard Form 180. We should receive a reply indicating 
which records were found and how we can obtain copies 
of these documents.

Alfred’s record consists of three sheets with five 
parts: figures 3 through 5 represent parts of one 

Figure 4: Part 2 of Alfred Parker’s WWI military record showing Alfred’s discharge from the Army at the end of WWI.

Figure 5: Part 3 of Alfred Parker’s WWI Military record showing laundry fees at Camp Travis.
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