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Why Name our Journal Stirpes?  Pronounced “STÛR’PEZ,” it perfectly 
describes the core understanding of our passion in researching ancestry and 
family history: The phrase “. . . to my heirs, per stirpes” means that the legal 
heirs share their inheritance based on their relationship to the deceased.” (See 
full story in Stirpes, 2016, Volume 55, Number 3-4)
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From the Editors’ Pen
     enetic genealogy has revolution­

ized understanding of personal 
ancestry. Through DNA testing, a bright 
light has shined upon some of the most 
closely held secrets of our families, 
illuminating the true sources of our 
genetic makeup. Who would have 
dreamed, 200 years ago, that 
descendants could discover that a son 
born “a little too early” wasn’t the true 
heir, that the children of a marriage 
weren’t fathered by the same man, or 
that a family patriarch had multiple 
child­producing liaisons? Genetic 
genealogists can find themselves in the 
midst of dramatic discoveries, and in the 
process comprehend anew that the same 
emotional forces beset their ancestors as 
people today. 

This issue of Stirpes includes articles 
on DNA, from tools and methods to 
results achieved by the avid genealogist 
to the casual dabbler. Even Bill Buckner’s 
book review addresses the workbook 
“Genetic Genealogy in Practice.”

Debbie Parker Wayne, CGSM, 
CGLSM, pens two excellent articles on 
applying DNA to genealogy: “DNA 
Discoveries: Applying DNA Evidence 
to Genealogical Questions” and 
“Genetic Genealogy Tools to Achieve 
DNA Discoveries.” Through Debbie’s 
extensive use of examples, readers gain 
insight into methods for successfully 
applying DNA to genealogy brick walls.

genealogically useful books lacking that 
critical component; he graciously shares 
for publication in Stirpes an index to 
“Biographical Sketches of Gospel Preachers” 
by H. Leon Boles.  

Next up for Stirpes is a popular item 
on most everyone’s genealogy “bucket 
list”—travel to the “old home place.” 
Have you visited the ancestral home­
land, castle, or battlefield where your 
ances tor fought or died? Please share 
your experience with us—we’d love to 
know what you learned about your 
ancestors and their lives. Do you have 
tips for others who yearn to travel back 
in time? Share those as well! Start your 
article now— we’re featuring items on 
“Going Home” in the December issue 
of Stirpes and the submission deadline is 
November 15th. Please let us know 
you’ll be submitting an article so we’ll 
expect it.

This issue of Stirpes reflects more 
input from our members than any 
previous one; we gratefully thank those 
who so candidly responded to our DNA 
survey. With hopes that this trend leads 
to more participation by our members, 
we direct your attention to page 24 and 
the link to our next issue’s “Going 
Home” survey. 

       ~ Stirpes Editors     O

Personal examples of how DNA 
unraveled tangled family trees are 
especially useful in learning how to 
apply genetics to genealogy research. 
•	 Jeannette Piecznski shares her 

family’s search for the ancestry of her 
great grandfather in “60 Years a 
Captain of Mystery, Identified 
Through DNA.” 

•	 “A DNA Change of Heart” charts 
Devon Noel Lee’s initial reluctance 
to test her DNA through challenges 
with poor results and on to eventual 
success. 

•	 Randy Whited describes how he 
used DNA to discover the ancestry 
of his adopted mother in “DNA 
Illuminates Kilgrove Connection.” 

•	 TxSGS members’ candid responses 
to our request for DNA experiences 
feature in “Amazing to Disappoint­
ing—TxSGS Members Share Their 
DNA Testing Experiences.” 

To round out the issue, we include 
another excellent lineage researched by 
Russell A. Rahn, “The Coats and Cox 
Lineages of Callahan County, Texas.” 
Texas Genealogy Backroads visits the 
Texas Ranger Research Center in Waco. 
Scott Fitzgerald researches the brief 
career of an East Texas photographer in 
“Who’s Behind the Camera.” Another 
passion of Scott’s is creating indexes for 

Learn more at TxSGS.org

Connect with TxSGS

G

http://TxSGS.org
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Early Texans!*
Calling All Descendants of  

Early Texans!*
Your Lineage Could be Included in 

the Soon-to-be Published

Texas First Families Lineages, 
Volume III

    Interested? 
For more details, see the Heritage Certificate Application at 

http://www.txsgs.org/TSGS/wp-content/uploads/ 
2014/09/tsgs_cert_app.pdf

     Questions? 
See the Frequently Asked Questions section of 

the Heritage Certificate Application. 

For further inquiries, contact Certificates@txsgs.org

*Open to direct and collateral descendants of persons who settled in or served the Republic of Texas prior to 19 February 1846.

As many of you are aware, 
Hurricane Harvey made landfall 
in Houston in September, causing 
widespread damage. Our host hotel for 
the 2017 Family History Conference, 
Omni Westside in Katy, was not spared 
and the ground floor did take on some 
water. The hotel had expected to reopen 
on October 1 and be fully operational 
in time for our conference. The 
Conference Committee, the Executive 
Committee, and members of the 
TxSGS Board discussed our options 
at that time. We felt that canceling 
the conference would be the simplest 
choice. But, we more strongly felt that 
moving forward was the right course 
to take. If the hotel and surrounding 
area were open and ready for business, 
we wanted to be there to support that 
resiliency, if even in a small way.

The TxSGS  
Conference 
Committee,  
Executive  
Committee, 
and Board of  
Directors appreciate 
your patience during this 
 challenging process. We support the 
strength and courage of the Houston 
residents and businesses and look 
forward to returning there for a future 
TxSGS Family History Conference.

Thank you for your support of 
TxSGS and our community.

Randy Whited 
TxSGS President 
2017 Conference Chair

Unfortunately, after further exam­
ination of the damage and timeframe 
for repairs, the hotel pushed the date 
back past our scheduled conference 
dates of October 20­22. There were 
no other facilities in Houston that 
could host the Conference at this 
time, and moving to another city at 
this late date was not possible. It is 
with disappointment and regret that 
we cancelled the 2017 TxSGS Family 
History Conference.

We are continuing to work on 
bringing you the 2018 Conference; 
watch our website for updates. 

Registration refunds have been 
issued for those who had already 
signed up for the conference. Please 
contact Betsy Mills, TxSGS Treasurer, 
at treasurer@txsgs.org if you have not 
received your refund. 

TxSGS 2017 Conference Cancelled  
Due to Hurricane Harvey Damage

http://www.txsgs.org/TSGS/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/tsgs_cert_app.pdf
http://www.txsgs.org/TSGS/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/tsgs_cert_app.pdf
http://www.txsgs.org/
mailto:treasurer@txsgs.org
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Volunteer Spotlight:

Debbie Parker Wayne, CGSM, CGLSM

Debbie Parker Wayne, TxSGS’s 
DNA guru, is a board-certified 

genealogist and genealogical lecturer 
experienced in using DNA analysis 
and traditional techniques for 
genealogical research. Debbie writes a 
series of DNA articles that appear in 
each issue of Stirpes. Her instructional 
and insightful articles include 
applications and examples that help 
neophyte to advanced genealogists 
better understand the role of DNA in 
their genealogy research.

Debbie also lends her expertise 
to TxSGS as the DNA Project Chair, 
a position that includes managing 
the Early Texans DNA Project. This 
geographically oriented project 
focuses on analyzing the DNA of 
those with ancestors who settled in 
Texas before 31 December 1900. 
Participants are separated into two 
groups: those whose ancestors who 
settled in Texas before statehood 
(Group 1) and those whose Texas 
ancestors settled in Texas after 
statehood (Group 2). The purpose 
of the project is to study the DNA 
of descendants of early settlers 

to discover information that can 
contribute to Texas history including 
determining which admixtures are 
found in living Texans today and 
linking those admixture results to 
early colonies or settlements. 

Through this project, Debbie 
also expects to learn which segments 
of DNA are shared with other 
descendants of early settlers of Texas. 
DNA matches in the Early Texans 
Project may support claims of descent 
from a common ancestor and can 
provide clues as to where to locate 
documentary evidence, facilitating 
application for TxSGS Heritage 
Certificates. More information on 
the Early Texans DNA Project and 
registration information can be found 
at http://www.txsgs.org/programs/
dna-project/early-texans/.

Debbie is the co-author with 
Blaine T. Bettinger of the award-
winning DNA workbook, Genetic 
Genealogy in Practice, published by 
the National Genealogical Society 
(NGS). She is the author of the 
online, self-paced course Continuing 
Genealogical Studies: Autosomal DNA, 

offered by NGS. Her publications 
include a column on using DNA 
analysis for genealogical research in 
NGS Magazine. She coordinates and 
presents workshops, seminars, and 
comprehensive, interactive genetic 
genealogy courses at genealogy 
institutes. See http://debbiewayne.
com/ for more information and for 
archived versions of many of her 
articles.  O

Debbie Parker Wayne, CGSM, CGLSM

New Members & More
New Members since May 2017

Partner Societies
Walker County Genealogical Society

Subscribing Libraries
Brigham Young University
Nesbitt Memorial Library

Individual and Household 
Members

John C. Barron
Dorothy Ann Brown
Lynda B. Collins

Jeannine M. Conners
Don Davis
Daniel Doty
Sheri Rider Feitshans
Martha J. Garrett
David R. George
George Horton
Carmen B. Jacobs
Jewellee Kuenstler
Dana R. Leeds
Sheran McCants
Malcolm Scott McCorquodale

Nancy J. McNamara
Cynthia Millis
Jennifer M. Mitten
Shelley Moreno
Stephanie S. Morgan
Vivian Morgan
Allison L. O’Toole
Margaret J. Schoener
Linda Stewart
Caroline Coffield Vetterling
David O. Williams

The words Certified Genealogist are a registered certification mark, and the designations CG, CGL, and Certified Genealogical Lecturer are 
service marks of the Board for Certification of Genealogists®, used under license by board certificants after periodic evaluation.

http://www.txsgs.org/programs/heritage-certificates/
http://www.txsgs.org/programs/heritage-certificates/
http://www.txsgs.org/programs/dna-project/early-texans/
http://www.txsgs.org/programs/dna-project/early-texans/
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Genetic Genealogy Tools 
to Achieve DNA Discoveries

by Debbie Parker Wayne, CGSM, CGLSM

Match Lists
Each DNA testing company and 

many third­party tools compare the 
focus person’s DNA to the DNA of 
other test­takers in the database or 
folder. When the focus person and 
a test­taker share enough DNA to 
meet a threshold that is imposed by 
the company or tool, the name of each 
will be on the match list of the other. 
These “DNA matches” are related in 
some way even if the family tree is not 
complete enough to name the common 
ancestor.1

The total amount of DNA shared 
by the focus person and the test­taker 
is used to predict how the two may be 
related. The companies display the total 
amount of shared DNA in percentages 
or centimorgans (cM). Centimorgans 
are a logical measurement of the 
“length” of the shared DNA (this is a 
simplified definition for those new to 
genetic genealogy).2 Centimorgans are 
not a physical measurement where one 
cM is always the same length; some 
15 cM blocks are physically longer 
than other 15 cM blocks in a different 
place on the chromosomes, but they 

whole genome sequencing). A major 
improvement will be realized when 
and if lab procedures are able to 
differentiate which of a test­taker’s 
DNA came from each parent (phased 
DNA data that has been assigned to 
a specific parent)—this will allow the 
matching algorithms to be much more 
accurate.

Match lists may contain thousands 
of matches. A researcher will be 
most efficient by focusing first on 
the matches where it is more likely a 
common ancestor can be identified. 
Start by scanning the match lists 
looking for test­takers 

1. who are known cousins (perhaps 
from documentary research), 

2. whose surname matches an 
ancestral surname, 

3. who have listed an ancestral 
surname of interest (in a surname 
list or as part of a family tree), 

4. who have ancestors of any surname 
in the same location at the same 
time as ancestors of the researcher, 
or 

5. who share the most DNA with the 
researcher.

One look at the results we see once our 
DNA test is completed makes it clear 

that we need to learn more about analysis, we 
need to be organized to make sense of the 
enormous amount of data, and we need good 
tools to help us achieve our goals. Articles 
and books we read, webinars and videos we 
study, classes and lectures we attend all help 
us learn more. While some tools help us be 
more organized, we also need to structure our 

file system folders in a way that makes it easier 
to find specific data. Other tools help us in 
analyzing the DNA data. Many more tools are 
available than can be discussed in one article, 
but this will introduce you to some useful tools. 

In this article the term “focus person” refers 
to the person whose DNA account or profile 
is being used for the analysis. The term “test­
taker” identifies the DNA matches of the 
focus person.

are logically the same–they represent 
the same value for the analysis we are 
doing. The percentage is the total of 
the DNA tested that matches between 
the two test­takers.3

This match threshold is important 
to understand. It means you can have 
two people who are known cousins 
that, due to random recombination, 
do not appear on the match list as 
cousins. To date, all known second 
cousins share enough DNA to be on 
each other’s match list. Beyond the 
second cousin level, it becomes possible 
that both did not inherit enough DNA 
from the common ancestor to meet the 
company’s matching threshold. 

This does not mean the two 
test­takers are not cousins or that 
the family tree is incorrect. This is 
a limitation of the level of testing 
available today and the technology 
used in the labs. Researchers must 
understand these limitations in order 
to accurately interpret DNA test 
findings for application as evidence in 
a genealogical problem. Some think we 
will have better match predictions once 
we are testing more DNA (as will be 
done once we have reasonably­priced 
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60 Years a Captain of Mystery, 
Identified Through DNA

by Jeannette Piecznski

My Uncle Charles Tofte, grandson of Peter Hansen and 
Anna Kern Tofte, created a beautiful hand­drawn family 
tree titled “Tofte Family Tree, 1950s.” Anna Kern Tofte 
shared with Charles what she knew of her husband, 
“Hansen was a sailor on Merchant ships going between 
Galveston and Europe. On September 1864, the ship left 
Galveston with a load of cotton and was never heard from 
again. I think Hansen was born in 1830.” 

Research at the Clayton Library in Houston found 
few records for the Peter Hansen Tofte 
who appeared in Texas on the 1860 
Galveston census as a sailor, born 1818 
in Denmark.1 Records imply that he 
came to the U.S. alone. Peter married 
Anna Kern on 4 January 1854.2 As P. 
Tofte, he paid his poll tax in Galveston in 1853.3 Hansen 
was documented at the christening of his son, Peter Hansen 
Tofte, Jr., on 3 August 1863 at the First Lutheran Church 
of Galveston.4 Upon his disappearance in 1864, Hansen left 
his widow with two young sons, Herman Hansen and Peter 
Hansen Tofte. 

The first reference to Hansen’s ship was found in the 9 
November 1852 issue of the Galveston Weekly News: “The 
Schooner Ann, captained by Tofte, was cleared to sail for 
Mississippi City, Harrison Co., Mississippi near Gulfport, 

Mississippi.”5 As Peter’s wife, Anna, immigrated to the U.S. 
after 1852, Peter’s ship wasn’t named for her. Did he name 
his ship for his mother? 

There were many issues in the search to locate Peter’s 
parents or possible relatives in the U.S.  Family members 
never knew anyone’s age and birth years varied ten years 
or more. The uncommon surname was helpful. However, 
researching Danish ancestry for someone born in the early 
1800s brings more questions about the surname usage in 
Denmark. Which surname did he use? Was he Tofte or 
Hansen? 

A listing on the International Genealogical Index 
(IGI) for Peter Hansen Tofte, Sr., led to tantalizing clues. 6 
The IGI entry submitter was Karen Margrethe Andersen, a 
Danish specialist at the FamilySearch Library in Salt Lake 
City, Utah. In her research, Karen located a family on the 

1835 Danish census in 
Marstal that might be 
Peter’s. In this record, a 
“Peder” was listed with his 
parents Hans Pedersen 
and Anne Marie 

Hendrichdatter Tofte. Peder was a sailor, born in 1812. 
Could this be the Peter Hansen Tofte of Galveston? 

The small amount of information known about Peter 
Hansen Tofte, Sr., was given to Seidi Albertsen, who 
researches Danish immigrants. Seidi, who lives in Yakima, 
Washington, and Denmark, searched at the Danish 
Archives and found nine possible families in Denmark; 
only the family in Marstal fit Peter Hansen Tofte’s 
occupation. Marstal was known for shipbuilding and 
sailing. She posted the information on Danish message 

Since the 1950s, Peter Hansen Tofte
(called “Hansen”) has been our family 

mystery. Growing up, I always heard his 
name from my mother, Diane Tofte Kropp, 
and my grandfather, Walter Tofte.

The 1860 U.S. Population Census of Galveston County, Texas, shows Peter and Anna Tofte with their oldest child, Herman,  
living in the house of H. Stouts.

Listing for P. Tofte in the 1853 Galveston County Tax Rolls, 
recorded toward the end of the tax roll book (page 75 of 77).  
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DNA Discoveries: Applying DNA Evidence 
to Genealogical Questions

by Debbie Parker Wayne, CGSM, CGLSM

Confirm Prior Research
While it is not technically a 

discovery, an important benefit of 
DNA testing is to confirm prior 
research. Knowing that the correct 
ancestors fill the branches of a tree 
promotes future research in the right 
place and time. This may lead to 
discovering the parents of a person 
in a tree. The DNA confirmation is 
especially important for ancestors with 
a common name and when more than 
one person of the same name lived in a 
place at the same time. 

So many people in the US have 
tested today that many of us can 
confirm branches of a tree using DNA 
cousins who were not known before 
showing up in a match list. If matches 
do not show up in our list, we may 
need to recruit and pay for tests for 
relatives in the line we wish to confirm.

Tree accuracy and completeness 
is important for all aspects of genetic 
genealogy, including confirming prior 
research. An incomplete tree with a 
blank where an ancestor name should 
be means there could be a shared 
ancestor who cannot be identified. 

compact pedigree chart (in Microsoft 
Word table format) uses pink and blue 
shading to indicate potential X­DNA 
ancestors. For those with access to 
an 11x17 printer, a ten­generation 
version of the chart is available.1 My 
11x17 X­DNA inheritance chart 
includes names of all thoroughly 
researched ancestors (those “proven” 
by documentary research) in boldface 
print, speculative ancestor candidates 
in plain text (without boldface), and an 

Introduction 
DNA evidence leads to many kinds of 

discoveries, expected and unexpected, welcome 
and not welcome, supporting or refuting 
hypotheses and family legends. Some unexpec­
ted discoveries are related to ancestors many 
generations back and some to those still living. 
DNA is not unique in this way. Documentary 
records have always been able to uncover 
unexpected family relationships and attempts to 
conceal certain situations.

DNA results and documentary evidence 
may contradict each other. At times, the two 
work together to support a credible conclusion. 
DNA test results are the hot, new type of 
evidence for genealogical researchers. However, 
we need to include documentary evidence 
with DNA results for our research to reach a 
credible conclusion and meet the criteria of the 
Genealogical Proof Standard (GPS). The cases 
described here illustrate only a few of the ways 
to use DNA with documentary research to 
make discoveries in genealogical research.

Figure 1 illustrates that the 
accuracy of the trees is more 
important than the fact that 
multiple trees list the same 
ancestor. If one person 
published an inaccurate 
tree that dozens of others 
copied then it may appear 
to confirm a common 
ancestor, but the error will 
likely be uncovered once 
thorough research is done.

Tracking speculative 
ancestral links before the line 
is thoroughly researched can 
be useful for DNA matches, 
but entering speculative lines into a 
genealogy program or an online tree 
may mislead others. Some users add 
speculative ancestors to a private tree 
and keep a public tree for the lines more 
credibly linked with thorough research. 

For those who like to have a 
compact document with maximum 
information to print and carry, my 
solution is to keep a tree with the 
status of ancestors color­coded or 
highlighted. A seven­generation 

Figure 1. Family trees naming Adam and Eve as ancestors are 
unproven, no matter how many copies are found.
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added highlight in yellow marking the 
ancestors who have been confirmed 
with a DNA match (see figure 2). 
With this information in a compact 
format, it is easy to quickly compare 
to the tree of a DNA match and see 
what is known and which links are 
speculative.
Discover  Cousins In 
Your Circle of Genealogy 
Friends 

DNA is proving how small our 
world really is and how we are all more 
related than we may think. Keep your 

speaking; and several who recognized 
common ancestral names in DNA 
articles I wrote in journals.

Find Cousins With 
Whom to Collaborate

Experienced researchers 
collaborating have a better chance 
of breaking through brick walls than 
any one researcher working alone. I 
have made contact with researchers on 
my Ryan and Black lines with whom 
I now work so we can identify our 
common ancestor. On the Ryan line, 
we all trace back to different ancestors 
whom we suspect are siblings. Our 
shared DNA, assuming we have no 
other common ancestors, proves we 
are related. Once one of us makes 
a breakthrough in identifying the 
parents, it will help the others.

Learn of Unknown 
Living Relatives (Who 
may have records 
such as a Family Bible 
or photographs of 
ancestors.)

One person on my DNA 
match list shared with me several 
photographs she had of my 
grandfather as a boy with his 
father, my great­grandfather. These 
are the only photos I have of my 
great­grandfather.

Refute or Confirm a 
Family Legend

All genealogists learn that family 
stories may have a kernel of truth, 
but not be completely accurate. My 
father’s Parker family had a story that 
we were related to Quanah Parker, 
who was the son of a captured Anglo 
girl named Cynthia Ann Parker and 
a Comanche tribal chief. Using the 
Y­DNA that my father inherited 
and passed on to his descendants, we 

eyes open for names you recognize as 
you peruse DNA match lists. Exploring 
your DNA matches will often reveal 
some cousins you never knew were 
related, but have known for years. 

My own results and those of my 
siblings link to eighteen colleagues 
known through the Association 
of Professional Genealogists and 
the Board for Certification of 
Genealogists; six known through the 
Texas State Genealogical Society, 
National Genealogical Society, and 
local societies; many who attended 
a lecture or institute where I was 

Figure 2. Debbie’s X-DNA Chart shows ancestors confirmed through DNA, ancestors proven 
through documentation, and speculative ancestors.
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At a Location Near You: 17th Annual Lock-In 
Features Library Resources, Genealogy 

Presentations,and More
by Bill Buckner

 Orphan Train Riders: Tracks to 
Texas & Beyond, All Aboard 1854 to 
1929 with Paula Perkins, 11 a.m. – 
11:50 a.m. One in every 25 Americans 
has a connection to an Orphan Train 
rider between 1854 and 1929. Over 
200,000 children were relocated from 
the East to the West coast on trains. 
Texas was a vital part of this history. 
Research techniques and resources will 
be demonstrated.

 Beginner’s Guide to Documenting 
Your Family History with LaToya 
Devezin of the Austin History Center, 
noon – 1:30 p.m., can get you started 
or refresh your knowledge. Researchers 
will learn how to use resources to 
create a family tree, record and 
organize their information, and 
navigate online and archival records to 
find their ancestors. Learn a fresh 
approach and up­to­date information 
in this class for beginners taking their 
first step.

 Discover Local History through a 
Regional Depository with Laura 
Saegert of the Texas State Library & 
Archives, 1:40 p.m. – 2:40 p.m. The 
Regional Historical Resources Deposi­
tory (RHRD) Program of the Texas 
State Library & Archives Commission 

this powerful method of match 
analysis.

 Researching Your Czech Immigrant 
Ancestor’s Background in the Old 
Father land with Dr. Miroslav 
Koudelka from the Czech Republic, 
6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. This 
presentation will cover the strategies 
and sources (both online and in print) 
to trace your Moravian or Bohemian 
ancestry. Explore obstacles in 
identifying place of origin and tools 
to overcome them. Learn which 
documents to research first and which 
records are the “icing on the cake.” 
Also addressed are Czech/German/
Latin forms for names, places, and 
professions. Following up research 
with a visit to the ancestral area and 
meeting relatives? Learn what to 
know beforehand and what to expect 
on the spot.

 Get the Scoop on Your Ancestors 
with Newspapers with Lisa Louise 
Cooke, 7:10 p.m. – 8:10 p.m. 
Yearning to “read all about it?” 
Newspapers are a fantastic source of 
research leads, information, and 
historical context for your family 
history. Learn the specialized 
approach and tech tools required to 

collects, preserves, and makes available 
for public use the historical records of 
the local governments of Texas. The 
RHRDs house records with genea­
logical interest in microfilm in addition 
to original paper records. The 
presentation will introduce you to these 
wonderful sources of information for 
your genealogical and historical work.

 My Texans during the Republic with 
Sharon Farnsworth, 2:50 p.m. – 3:50 p.m., 
answers questions about your Texas 
Republic era ancestors. Learn how to 
track your generations back to your 
ancestors during the Republic of Texas 
through birth and death certifi cates, 
census records, and wills. Learn ways to 
find where your ancestors lived and 
their contributions to Texas during the 
Republic through land grants, military 
records, and other documents.

 Connecting Your DNA Matches with 
Diahan Southard, 4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
While it is possible for you to analyze 
your DNA matches one at a time to 
determine how you are related, there is 
much that can be accomplished by first 
identifying the connections between 
those on your match list, and then 
working together to determine how you 
are related. Learn the tips and tricks to 

The Waco­McLennan County Library Genealogy 
Center, in cooperation with the Central Texas 

Genealogical Society, will host the 17th Annual Genealogy 
Lock­In in celebration of Family History Month. This 
event takes place Friday, October 20, from 11:00 a.m. until 
9:30 p.m. at the West Waco Library & Genealogy Center 
(5301 Bosque Blvd). 

Over 25 libraries and genealogy societies across Texas 
will be celebrating with their own events and activities as 

part of the Genealogy Network of Texas (GNT). For loca­
tions near you, check the listing of participating libraries and 
societies at http://bit.ly/2ukKrpU. This state wide initiative 
to connect libraries and societies with the public through 
educational and research opportunities is spearheaded by 
the Genealogy Center of the Waco­McLennan County 
Library. The GNT will provide a series of eight live­streamed 
programs with up­to­date topics accessible at participating 
libraries and genealogical societies:

http://bit.ly/2ukKrpU
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family research and need some special 
help? During the event at the Waco 
location and via Skype at partici­
pating libraries (see http://bit.
ly/2u1eoMa), the Lone Star Chapter 
of the Association of Professional 
Genealogists (APG) will be hosting 
an Ancestors Roadshow from 
3:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Ancestors 
Roadshow is an opportunity for you 
to enjoy a free 15­minute 
consultation with a professional 
genealogist from the Lone Star 
Chapter. You can ask questions about 
a specific genealogical problem or get 
general information on how to 
approach a research quandary. This is 

an excellent chance to get expert 
advice on that brick wall dilemma or 
elusive ancestor in your family history 
research. Roadshow appointments are 
limited to one per customer. To 
register, fill out a questionnaire at 
lonestarapg.com/roadshow_forms.htm 
and email the form beginning October 
16th to WMCLGenealogyCenter@
wacotx.gov or bring the form and 
register on­site at the Genealogy 
Center of the Waco­McLennan 
County Library starting at 3 pm. on 
October 20th. You must be present 
during the lock­in at a participating 
library or genealogy society to be 
assigned a time slot.

Ancestors Roadshow at the Lock-Inachieve success in locating 
newspapers and uncovering the 
genealogical gems they contain 
about your family.

 Discovering Your WWI Ancestor: 
Sources & Resources with Earl 
Pogue, 8:20 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. Do 
you know or suspect that you have a 
WWI veteran in your family tree? If 
so, discover what resources are 
available to identify and provide 
information about your ancestor 
that served in the Great War. A 
variety of resources including draft 
registration records, service cards, 
newspapers, plus vital and cemetery 
records will be discussed.  O 
Do you have a road block in your 

http://bit.ly/2u1eoMa
http://bit.ly/2u1eoMa
http://lonestarapg.com/roadshow_forms.htm
mailto:WMCLGenealogyCenter@wacotx.gov
mailto:WMCLGenealogyCenter@wacotx.gov
http://www.wacolibrary.org
http://www.ctgs.org
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TxSGS Dues Set to Increase 1 January 2018

Beginning 1 January 2018, our new 
dues for individuals and households 
will be:

• Basic - $30
• Household - $35

A household membership is for two 
persons living at the same address.

Extended memberships are 

members automatically receive a 
digital edition of Stirpes. Advantages 
of the digital edition are that you get 
it earlier, in color, and all URLs are 
active and can be clicked.

Members at the Basic and 
Friend levels may purchase a year’s 
subscription to the print edition 
of Stirpes for $15.00. Members 
whose membership expires before 
31 December 2017 may renew for one 
year at the present rate of $25.00.

Partner Society dues and 
Subscribing Library subscriptions are 
also increaseing to $30.00. However, 
they automatically receive a print 
edition of Stirpes at no additional 
charge.

TxSGS dues haven’t changed since 2008, yet our expenses
have continually increased. One of our key costs has been 

the publication of Stirpes. Transitioning to a primarily digital 
publication mitigated the effect of increasing print and postage 
expenses; however, the Board of Directors realizes that in 
order to maintain the quality of our programs, a moderate 
increase in dues is necessary.

available at the following levels:
• Friend - $50
• Supporter - $100 (includes a

 print edition of Stirpes)
• Patron - $250 (includes a print

edition of Stirpes.)
• Benefactor - $500 (includes a

print edition of Stirpes.)
All individual and household 

SpeakersBureau@txsgs.org

http://www.txsgs.org/progrms/speakers-bureau
http://www.txsgs.org/about/district-map
mailto:SpeakersBureau%40txsgs.org?subject=
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Amazing to Disappointing— 
TxSGS Members Share Their 

DNA Testing Experiences
by Susan E. Ball

Some DNA testers uncovered 
unexpected family history. “I learned 
that my last name should be Hawthorn 
instead of Crawford,” shared Everett 
Crawford. Sunny Williams pursued 
DNA testing for her husband; there 
has always been a question about his 
nationality. None of the information 
learned through DNA testing agreed 
with her husband’s cousin’s research. 
According to Sunny, “I really wasn’t 
surprised because we knew there were 
some questions, but honestly, I thought 
it would prove all of the gossip wrong. 
Well … it didn’t, but we’re not 
completely sure what the answer is 
now. More testing, more checking for 
things …”

Betty Prybil wrote of meeting 
many “new” cousins with whom she 
greatly enjoyed sharing family history. 
Results from DNA testing provided 
new avenues of research as well. “I have 
proven my lineage back to an ancestor 
for whom I had no paper trail,” Betty 
attributed to DNA testing. She 

through his second marriage. I was only 
aware of one child. Even more recently, 
the DNA test results on this same line 
helped me find his birth family in 
North Carolina. I had a match on 
descendants in Alabama that led me to 
records and the entire family. Now, if I 
can just find the one child from that 
family who I think is my ancestor, it 
will be a complete success!!”

Bill Matthews submitted his 
sample for DNA testing hoping the 
results would aid in his research. 
According to Bill, “My DNA results 
confirmed some existing cousins and 
found several new cousins on both my 
father’s and my mother’s lines. I was 
also able to confirm a connection where 
public documentation was extremely 
limited but family stories did exist.”

As her reason for embracing DNA 
testing, Betty Robbins Fowler explained, 
“It’s a new tool to help document and 
further my genealogy research and 
provide links to others researching the 

The genealogy media is awash with news 
about DNA testing, from which DNA 

test provides the best results and how­to 
tips to heart­warming tales of reunions 
between long lost relatives or adoptees and 
their birth families. What are the results of 
typical genealogists? 

Stirpes launched a TxSGS member 
survey to answer this question and more. 
Two simple questions opened a floodgate of 

responses: “What made you decide to 
submit DNA for testing?” and “What did 
you learn and how did it help you in your 
genealogical research?” Almost 80 
responses were posted, with members 
reporting results ranging from stunning 
insights to confusion and disappointment. 
The survey is still open; readers are 
encouraged to participate at  
https://goo.gl/KbYKuz. 

continued, “The biggest surprise was 
discovering a non­paternal event1 in my 
father’s family—our family name is 
most likely different than we thought. 
Telling my 91­year old father that 
information was a bit eye­opening! 
They always tell you to be prepared for 
what you might find, but I don’t think I 
really was. I have enjoyed using DNA 
so much that I have given DNA test 
kits as gifts to all three of my sons­in­
law, and they have each expressed that it 
was a great gift!!! I highly recommend 
everyone getting tested!”

“I was excited about applying DNA 
results to further my never­ending 
search for elusive ancestors,” wrote 
Virginia “Ginny” Fields. “As almost 
everyone else, I have brick walls and 
thought this might help break through 
a few of them.” Ginny continued, “The 
autosomal test has helped to solidify 
some relationships that I knew or 
suspected through research. Recently, it 
proved that one of my great­great 
grandfathers had additional children 

DNA Abolishes Brick Walls and Family Lore

https://goo.gl/KbYKuz
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The Research Center is part of 
the Texas Ranger Hall of Fame and 
Museum in Waco. Research Center 
Director, Christina Stopka described 
its evolution from a small library 
housed in the Texas Ranger Museum 
and Hall of Fame to its present facility. 
“The museum itself was dedicated in 
1968,” Christina shared. “In 1971, 
the legislature created the Texas 
Ranger Commemorative Commission 

C  reated in 1835 for the purpose of protecting Texans from hostile
attacks, the Texas Rangers have a storied legacy that has, in many 

cases, ascended to legend personifying rugged individualism, courage, 
honesty, and virtue. This romantic western legend was cemented by the 
exploits of Rangers such as Captain W. J. McDonald of “One Riot, One 
Ranger” fame. For genealogists with their own legends of Texas Rangers 
in their family, the Tobin and Anne Armstrong Texas Ranger Research 
Center is the best repository for verifying family lore.

to do something to celebrate the 
sesquicentennial of the Rangers in 
1973. The commission decided they 
wanted to build a Hall of Fame and 
connect it to the museum that was 
already here in Waco.” 

The present Texas Ranger Hall 
of Fame and Museum was opened 
in 1976. A grant from the Moody 
Foundation of Galveston established 
the initial book collection of the 
Moody Texas Ranger Memorial 
Library. The Texas Ranger Hall of  

Fame and Museum is 
the official 

Texas Genealogy Backroads: 
 Tobin & Ann Armstrong 

Texas Ranger Research Center
by Susan E. Ball

repository for memorabilia, archives, 
and other materials relating to the 
Texas Rangers. Along with the State 
Library and Archives in Austin, it is 
the primary research center on the 
history and popular culture of the 
Texas Rangers. Over the years the 
collection has grown to include service 
records of Rangers, criminal case files, 
photographs, correspondence, books, 
and documents going back to  
the 1830s.
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   Good news!
Texas State Genealogical Society 

now has two streamlined methods for 
Partner Societies and Partner Society 
Delegates to publicize society events: 
(1) an event/news item form and (2) a 
calendar form. Please use both for your 
society events!

News and Activities
To submit activities and news items 

for Stirpes, the TxSGS blog, the 
TxSGS Facebook page, or our e­News 
news letter, go to https://tinyurl.com/
yclrdp94.

Stirpes editors, for example, will 
format submissions for use in the 
Partner Society Roundup, a review of 
genealogical events and news from our 
Partner Societies. The editors 
recommend that you create and edit 
your submission in Word or some other 
text­editing program, then cut and paste 
the text in the appropriate box on the 
form. This is an ideal forum for posting 
press releases.

All entries will be considered for the 
TxSGS blog, the TxSGS Facebook 
page, or our e­News newsletter. Please 
note: events scheduled for the first 

quarter of 2018 will be considered for 
the December issue of Stirpes. These 
entries must be submitted by Novem­
ber 15! Entries that occur in the second 
quarter of 2018 or that are submitted 
after November 15 will be considered 
for the March 2018 issue of Stirpes.

Each form allows three event or 
news entries. If you have more than 
three event or news items to share, 
please use a new form. You are wel­
come to submit speakers, seminars, 
research trips, or any other event your 
society is planning. If we get over­
whelmed with entries, that will be a 
good thing!

Calendar
To submit information for the 

TxSGS calendar, go to https://
tinyurl.com/y9fph4va.

There is no deadline for calendar 
events. Please provide enough advance 
notice so that the calendar volunteer 
has time to get them posted. 

You’ll notice that the information 
required for the two entry forms is 
different—go ahead and submit your 
event items on both forms. The calen­
dar volunteer doesn’t necessarily have 
access to the event and news form. O

Partner Society Roundup 
Streamlined for Easier Input

Through Stirpes, our blog, Facebook, and more, 
TxSGS delivers Texas genealogy news to thousands 

of researchers, hobbyists, and professionals across  
the nation. Wouldn’t you like to get your society  

news and events publicized among this large 
 group of avid genealogists?

The Grand Prairie Genea­
ogi cal Society has 

developed a well­earned 
reputation for volunteerism by 
their extremely active group 
of 70 members who have 
embraced a number of projects. 

Volunteers are photographing, 
indexing, and updating cemetery 
data for Grand Prairie indexes using 
FindAGrave and the GPGS website. 
According to John Wylie, over 80% 
of the known graves in Grand Prairie 
have been documented. Over the past 

in response to a critical 
TxSGS need for managing 
their First Families books, 
GPGS agreed to store and 
ship the books for a nominal 
handling fee attached to 
each order.

The highest profile 
GPGS project utilizes 
the TxSGS Preservation 
Capture System.1 Through 
encouragement by GPGS, 
the Grand Prairie Historical 

Society purchased a second PCS; 
GPGS now operates two capture 
systems. With ten volunteers working 
20 hours per week, nearly a thousand 

five years, a dozen members have 
helped inventory the cemeteries, with 
a cadre of six still very active. “This is 
where some of our new members first 
volunteer,” shared John. In addition, 

GPGS Volunteers!
by Susan E. Ball

https://tinyurl.com/yclrdp94
https://tinyurl.com/yclrdp94
https://tinyurl.com/y9fph4va
https://tinyurl.com/y9fph4va
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