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2024 Partner Society Webinar Program Topics

e “Using Timelines to Focus Your Research,” by Susan E. Ball

* “Choosing Genealogy Services and Software,” by Tony Hanson

* “No Fear: Citations for Genealogists,” by Emily Coffman Richardson

e “Understanding Documentation as found in Genealogical Research,” by Emily Coffman Richardson

o “Relatively Cheap Research and Education for the Frugal Genealogist," by Kim Richardson
o “Take a Deep Dive in the U.S. Census," by Jim Thornhill

Sign Up Online

Sign up for your Partner Society webinar HERE (https://tinyurl.com/PSvirtualmeeting). Please note that this is a new sign-up form,
streamlined for your convenience.
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Lone Star Family Trails - East Texas Research Center
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The East Texas Research Center is Located in theh Ralph W. Steen Library on the Stephen F Austin State University in Nacogdoches Texas. Their mission is to preserve hisotry through
donations of manuscript materials, photographs, books and other items. These are then made avilable to researchers by appiontment in their collection. Their focus is on archival
materials from the East TExas geographical region from the Gulf of Mexico north to the Red River and east of the Trinity River in Western Louisiana.



Judy Muhn

Volunteer Motivations:
Getting and Keeping Your Volunteers




Discussion Questions

s it useful to know what motivates your volunteers?

Does understanding what motivates them influence the way you
interact with them as a society leader?

Does this understanding provide any insight into your own
management style?



Discussion Questions

How does your society recruit volunteers?

What tools/resources does your society provide to support your
volunteers?

How does your society recognize/reward your volunteers?

Describe your experiences dealing with under-performing
volunteers.

Are there situations/conditions under which you would consider
dismissing a volunteer from your organization?



Discussion Questions

What precautions can/should you take to protect your organization
if dismissing a volunteer becomes necessary?

Code of Conduct

Position Descriptions



ldeas for National Volunteers Week?

(379 Week in April)
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Walking with Your Ancestors

by Pat Gordon

N othing is better than researching your ancestors
where they lived. You've searched records in the

courthouse. You've searched books in the library. Finally,

you're ready to stop. Wait. Don't quit now. Take time to

walk where your ancestors walked, if for no other reason

than to be able to add social history to their stories.

‘While you may be able to
find courthouse records elsewhere
and books in other libraries, you
can only follow their footsteps
on site. If you are lucky, this part
of your journey will begin at the
courthouse. Many of your ancestors
used the same courthouses that
you now search for records. They
climbed the same steps to get their
marriage licenses, register their
land, pay taxes, serve on juries, and
file probate estates. Even granite
steps will show wear from the
thousands of feet that have climbed
them for centuries. You may even
hold a document that your ancestor
held. Some states, such as Alabama,
kept marriage certificates instead of
giving them to the married couple.
Other states, such as Texas, will
give you the marriage certificate
that your ancestor never picked up.

It happened to me. I have two
original marriage certificates; one from
Coleman County, Texas, was issued to
W.W. Head and Miss Anna J. Bogart,
dated 6 April 1884. The other is from
Washington County, dated 17 February
1848, for Thomas R. Brown to Miss
M. Singleton. I treasure both, knowing
that the weddings must have been a
joyous occasion for these families.

88 / december 2021 STIRPES

Photo by Sébastien Goldberg on Unsplash.com

Some genealogists don't bother
going to cemeteries anymore, since
pictures of grave markers and other
information are now available online.
Still, there is something almost

magical about standing at an ancestor’s

gravesite, thinking about the family
members who gathered there at the

time of the funeral, and knowing they

returned to place flowers on the grave
from time to time.

For years I had searched for the
grave of my great-grandmother, Jimann
(Anna J.) Bogart Head, who had died
from tuberculosis. From family stories,
I knew Jimann’s husband, William
‘Walton Head, their six children, ages
2 to 16, and one of her brothers had
traveled by wagon from Coleman
County to Colorado. I just didn’t know
their destination. This was prior to the
internet, so it took a while to locate a
relative who knew the answer: Trinidad,
Colorado. My first stop was the local
library where I learned she died 19
November 1901, a month after the
family arrived, and was buried in the
International Order of Odd Fellows
Cemetery. When I finally placed flowers
on her grave, I could only think about
the grief of her young children and the
sorrow of her husband and brother.

Cemeteries are often sad places,
despite our joy in locating them.

That isn't the case when walking on
your ancestor’s property. Finding the
property’s location is easier now than
it used to be. In Texas, most county
tax offices can show you exactly where
it is located on today’s roads. Even
without that help, you can often find
it on your own by using a county
patent map, which has today’s roads
on it. The information you need is also
online at a subscription website, www.
historygeo.com, or at the Texas General
Land Office’s website (search for land
grants, homesteads, and land patents
at https://s3.glo.texas.gov/glo/history/
archives/land-grants/index.cfm). Since
these are county patent maps, it is easy
to find land grants. I recently found
the exact location of my great-great-

grandfather Russell Bogart’s land
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RESOURCES

QUESTIONS

[insert day, date, time of meeting]

Courthouse Research for Family Historians: Your Guide to Genealogical

Denton County Library or you may create your own.

Resources

These may be used with permission of

ist's Guide

Stirpes Study Group
A Genealogy Discussion Group
[insert location of meeting]

Questions

These may be used with permission of
Denton County Library or you may create your own.

Stirpes Study Group
A Genealogy Discussion Group
[insert location of meeting]

[insert day, date, time of meeting]

“Walking with Your Ancestors” by Pat
Gordon, STIRPES, December 2021, pages
38-40

Did you enjoy Pat Gordon’s article, “Walking with Your Ancestors™?

What value do you see in visiting locations that your ancestors lived? Are there
connections that can be made that might not happen through any other kind of
research?

Were you aware that the State of Texas, and some other states, will give you the
marriage certificates of your ancestors if they did not pick them up? Have you obtained
any marriage certificates that way?

Have you visited the cemeteries your ancestors are buried in? Did you learn anything
new? Did you find additional family members you were unaware of? Perhaps you may
have recognized names on nearby grave markers as those belonging to in-laws,
neighbors, etc.

Have you visited any of the properties where your ancestors lived? What tools did you
use in order to identify the physical location? How did it feel to be there? Were you able
to visualize what the area may have looked like when your ancestors lived there?

Have you visited any of the churches, courthouses, businesses, or other places your
ancestors may have frequented? If you have information about the military service of
your ancestors, have you visited the relevant sites - forts, battlefields, POW camp
locations, etc?

Did Pat's article inspire you to take a genealogy road trip so you can walk with your
ancestors?

(c) Denton country Library, used with permission.

with Your A s” by Pat
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s Tips and Strategies to Find your Family

Hoopla

Web Resource
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G 912.73 DOL
: Europe A Country-by-country Atlas of
G 912.4 DOL
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: How to Find, Record, & Preserve your
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Field Guide for Historic Graveyards
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ncestors Using Land Records
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, used with permission.
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W Stirpes Study Group
G R P A Genealogy Discussion Group
[insert location of meeting]

[insert day, date, time of meeting]

“Walking with Your Ancestors” by Pat
Gordon, STIRPES, December 2021, pages
38-40

Did you enjoy Pat Gordon’s article, “Walking with Your Ancestors”?

What value do you see in visiting locations that your ancestors lived? Are there
connections that can be made that might not happen through any other kind of
research?

Were you aware that the State of Texas, and some other states, will give you the
marriage certificates of your ancestors if they did not pick them up? Have you obtained
any marriage certificates that way?

Have you visited the cemeteries your ancestors are buried in? Did you learn anything
new? Did you find additional family members you were unaware of? Perhaps you may
have recognized names on nearby grave markers as those belonging to in-laws,
neighbors, etc.

Have you visited any of the properties where your ancestors lived? What tools did you
use in order to identify the physical location? How did it feel to be there? Were you able
to visualize what the area may have looked like when your ancestors lived there?

Have you visited any of the churches, courthouses, businesses, or other places your
ancestors may have frequented? If you have information about the military service of
your ancestors, have you visited the relevant sites - forts, battlefields, POW camp
locations, etc?

Did Pat’s article inspire you to take a genealogy road trip so you can walk with your
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(c) Denton country Library, used with permission.
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These may be used with permission of
Denton County Library or you may create your own.
Qé ‘ ( Stirpes Study Group
G R P A Genealogy Discussion Group

[insert location of meeting]

[insert day, date, time of meeting]

“Walking with Your Ancestors” by Pat
Gordon, STIRPES, December 2021, pages
38-40

Journeys Home: Inspiring Stories, Plus Tips and Strategies to Find your Family
History
Downloadable Audiobook Hoopla

Cyndi's List - Travel & Research
https://www.cyndislist.com/travel/ Web Resource

The Family Tree Historical Maps Book: A State-by-state Atlas of U.S. History,
1790-1900
by Allisom Dolan G 912.73 DOL

The Family Tree Historical Maps Book: Europe A Country-by-country Atlas of
European History, 1700s-1900s
by Allison Dolan G 9124 DOL

Where Historical Maps and Family History Meet! (HistoryGeo.com)
https://www.historygeo.com/v3/viewers/ Web Resource

Historical Gazetteer of the United States
by Paul T. Hellmann R 911.73 HEL

The Family Tree Cemetery Field Guide: How to Find, Record, & Preserve your
Ancestors' Graves

by Joy Neighbors 929.5072 NEI
Understanding Cemetery Symbols: A Field Guide for Historic Graveyards
by Tui Snide G 393.1 SNY
A Guide to Irish Churches and Graveyards G 941 GUI
The Source: A Guidebook of American Genealogy G 929.1 SOU

Locating your Roots: Discover your Ancestors Using Land Records
by Patricia Law Hatcher G 929.1072 HAT

(c) Denton country Library, used with permission.



Future Meetings

Saturday, 9:00 am — 11:00 am Central Time
- July 15
. September 14



Thank You for participating!

Please respond to our survey....
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